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“The policy of our paper is very simple — merely to tell the truth.”
— Paul Poynter, publisher, 1912 - 1950
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‘Conspiracy’s’ Sorry Record

The stream of Nixon Administration conspiracy trials, hitting first
flood at Chicago in 1969, and shifting around the nation to Seattle,
New Haven, Harrisburg and Los Angeles, reaches another crest at the
end of the President’s first term, in Tallahassee,

Vietnam Veterans Against the War are the targets of a new trial,
But the basic issues and instruments of government against the de-
fendants only confirm the inglorious history of previous conspiracy
prosecutions by the Justice Department. ‘

Like the Berrigan brothers, Daniel Ellsberg, Anthony Russo, the
Chicago 7 and others, the members of the VVAW are persistent critics
of the war in Southeast Asia. The government, which cannot persuade
the country to the coirectness of its war policy, feels compelled to gag
the citizens who denounce it. ‘

To silence the critics, the government accuses them of crimes they
have not committed, having only to say that they intended or con-
spired to commit the crimes. To prove this in the case of the Berrigans,
the ‘government produced Boyd Douglas, a highly paid FBI informer
with a past criminal record involving impersonation, fraud; and assault
with a deadly weapon. The government's case failed, In the case of the
VVAW, the government has produced William W. Lemmer, an FBI in-
formant who, according to his wife, vowed “vengeance” against the
ex-soldiers, including Scott Camil, the leader of the group. Whether
his evidence is any better is yet to be seen. But, in the meantinie, on
the flimsiest charges, the government keeps its critics from attending
two national political conventions,

The Nixon Administration has not kept its campaign pledge to
make the streets of America safe from muggers and murderers. Instead
the Nixon Justice Department has developed a sorry record of polit-
ically motivated prosecutions based upon the amateurish pursuit of
nebulous plots at which any first-year law student would scoff,

By using these trials to curb legitimate rights of protest, the Nixon
Administration has sent a more threatening specter across the land.
The suppression of legitimate dissent creates disrespect for laws which
are abused and for the government which immorally exercises this
power. Beyond that, the suppression of dissent invariably invites more
hostile dissent, a condition which cannot linger untreated in the nation
without eroding support of the government among those citizens who
take to heart the ideuls of democracy.



- NIXON ADMINISTRATION ATTEMPTS TO DESTROY VVAW -

STATEMENT BY DEFENDANTS

WHAT'S IT ALL ABQUT? WHY ARE THEY PICKING ON US? WHAT ARE THEY
TRYING TO PROVE? THESE ARE SOME OF THE QUESTIONS THAT WE HAVE
MULLED OVER IN OUR MINDS SINCE THE INDICTMENTS CAME DOWN. HERE ARE
SOME OF THE ANSWERS WE’VEACOME UP WITH.

THE FIRST AND MOST OBVIOUS "CONCLUSION IS THAT THIS IS NOT AN
ATTACK ON US AS INDIVIDUALS, BUT RATHER AN ATTACK ON THE IDEAS AND
ISSUES WE REPRESENT. THIS 1S ANOTHER IN A SERIES OF ATTEMPTS ON THE
PART OF THE GOVERNMENT TO INTIMIDATE AND DISCREDIT THE ANTI-WAR
MOVEMENT AND THOSE WHO CHOOSE TO DISSENT IN THIS COUNTRY. IT IS A
DIRECT ATTEMPT TO DESTROY THE VIETNAM VETERANS AGAINST THE WAR AS AN
ORGANIZATION BY DESTROYING ITS CREDIBILITY AND UNDERMINING THE BASE
OF SUPPORT IT HAS BEEN BUILDING AMONG THE PEOPLE.

WHAT THE GOVERNMENT IS TRYING TO DO IS TO CREATE A DILEMMA FOR
VVAW BY FORCING US TO WASTE VALUABLE TIME, RESOURCES, AND ENERGY
FIGHTING THE GOVERNMENT'S INJUSTICE AT A TIME WHEN PROTEST AGAINST
THE WAR WOULD BE MOST EFFECTIVE. THEY ARE TRYING TO DESTROY THE
CREDIBILITY OF VVAW BY ASSOCIATING OUR NAME WITH CRIMINAL ACTS CITED
IN THE INDICTMENT. THEY DON'T EVEN NEED A CONVICTION; ALL THEY NEED
DO IS LINK THE NAME OF VVAW WITH VIOLENCE, AND THEY THINK THEY CAN STOP
PEOPLE FROM LISTENING TO US, ULTIMATELY, IT IS AN ATTEMPT TO INTIMI-
DATE THE ENTIRE MOVEMENT. THE GOVERNMENT WAS TOTALLY ARBITRARY IN ITS
CHOICE OF DEFENDANTS. NONE OF US IS, BY ANY MEANS, A "MOVEMENT SUPER-
STAR'™ OR EVEN WELL KNOWN AMONG OUR CONTEMPORARIES., THIS IS A
GOVERNMENT WARNING THAT ANYONE WHO PROTESTS TOO LOUDLY OR TOO EFFECT~
IVELY COULD MEET THE SAME FATE.

THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION HAS SHOWN A PARANOIC FEAR OF ANYONE WHO
DISAGREES WITH IT, AND HAS GONE TO OUTRAGEOUS LENGTHS TO SUPPRESS
DISSENTERS. THE MOST BLATANT EXAMPLE OF THIS IS THEIR USE OF THE
GRAND JURY. THE GRAND JURY SYSTEM WAS ORIGINALLY SET UP TO PROTECT
THE INDIVIDUAL CITIZEN FROM HARASSMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT IN THE FORM
OF UNSUPPORTABLE INDICTMENTS, SUPPOSEDLY, THE GOVERNMENT MUST PRESENT
EVIDENCE BEFORE THE GRAND JURY AND SHOW THAT IT IS SUBSTANTIAL ENOUGH
TO WARRANT AN INDICTMENT. WHAT THE GOVERNMENT DOES NOW, HOWEVER, IS5
SUBPOENA THE PEOPLE IT WANTS TO HARASS, ASK THEM SELF-INCRIMINATING
QUESTIONS , AND THROW THEM IN JAIL FOR REFUSING TO ANSWER. IF THEY DO
ANSWER, THEY ARE EITHER CHARGED WITH THE VCRIME' THEY WERE FORCED TO
CONFESS TO, OR CHARGED WITH PERJURY IF THEY DON'T GIVE THE ANSWERS
THE GOVERNMENT WANTS., SO A PERSON HAS TWO CHOICES - TALK AND GO TO
JATL OR DON'T TALK AND GO TO JAIL.

THE INVASION OF PROTESTING CITIZEN'S PRIVACY IS DONE PRIMARILY
THROUGH THE USE OF WIRE TAPPING AND INFORMERS. THE GOVERNMENT HAS
CONSISTENTLY SHOWN THAT IT HAS NO INTENTION OF FOLLOWING THE GUIDE~-
LINES SET UP FOR THE USE OF WIRE TAPS. ANYONE WHO PROTESTS GOVERN~
MENT POLICIES IS SUBJECT TO HAVING THEIR PHONE CONVERSATIONS MADE THE
PROPERTY OF THE FBI. THE USE OF INFORMERS IS THE MOST PATHETIC MEANS
OF INVADING PRIVACY. INFORMERS GENERALLY FALL INTO TWO CATEGORIES.
THERE ARE THE PROFESSIONAL AGENTS WHO DO IT AS A JOB, AND, IF YOU ARE
NOT RADICAL ENOUGH TO FIT THEIR NEEDS, THEY ARE MORE THAN HAPPY TO
PROVOKE YOU INTO VIOLENT ACTS OR COMMIT THE ACTS THEMSELVES AND AT~



TRIBUTE THEM TO YOU. THEN THERE ARE THE PEOPLE WHO ARE FORCED
TO INFORM OR FACE PROSECUTION THEMSELVES. THIS IS THE VILEST
FORM OF BLACKMAIL, BECAUSE THE GOVERNMENT GIVES SUCH A PERSON
THE CHOICE OF DESTROYING HIS FRIENDS OR GOING TO JAIL. MANY
TIMES, THESE PEOPLE FEEL IT NECESSARY TO LIE IN ORDER TO SAVE
THEIR OWN SKINS.

PROBABLY THE BIGGEST QUESTION IN EVERYONE'S MIND IS WHETHER
WE ARE, IN FACT, GUILTY OF«THE..CRIMES WE HAVE BEEN ACCUSED OF.
WE ARE NOT GUILTY! THE WHOLE EXISTENCE OF VVAW IS BASED ON THE
FACT THAT WE WHO WERE ONGE THE PAWNS IN THE SYSTEMATIC DESTRUC-
TION OF THE PEOPLE AND LANDS OF INDOCHINA FEEL A MUCH GREATER
VALUE FOR HUMAN LIFE THAN OUR OWN GOVERNMENT DOES., NOW THE
GOVERNMENT IS TRYING TO CHARGE US WITH THE VERY CRIME OF WHICH
WE HAVE BEEN ACCUSING THEM FOR FIVE YEARS ~ THE TOTAL DISREGARD
OF HUMAN LIFE TO ACHIEVE THEIR OWN ENDS. SINCE WE ONCE PARTI-,
CIPATED IN THEIR DEADLY GAMES, THE GOVERNMENT THINKS IT WILL BE
LEASY TO .CONVINCE PEOPLE THAT WE ARE WILLING TO DO IT AGAIN. IF
WE HAD NOT PROTESTED - IF WE WERE NOT RESISTING THEIR CRIMINAL
WAR POLICY ~ WE WOULD BE CONSIDERED HEROES ON THE BASIS OF OUR
WAR RECORDS. LOOK AT THE VVAW RECORD AND JUDGE FOR YOURSELF.
THE ONLY THING WE ARE GUILTY OF IS TELLING THE TRUTH. THE ONLY
DANGER IS OUR PRESENCE TO THE GOVERNMENT BECAUSE WE EXPOSE THEIR
HYPOCRACIES, LIES, AND CRIMINALITY BETTER THAN ANYONE ELSE.

THE GOVERNMENT WANTS TO DESTROY THE VVAW WITH THIS TRIAL.
AT THE VERY LEAST, THEY WANT TO SILENCE US IN THIS CRUCIAL TIME
BEFORE THE ELECTION. WE WILL NOT ALLOW THESE CHARGES AND THE
THREAT OF JAIL TO HALT OUR ACTIVITIES. RATHER THAN DESTROYING
VVAW, THIS TRIAL WILL MAKE US STRONGER. RATHER THAN SILENCING
US, IT WILL ONLY MAKE US PROTEST LOUDER. WE HOPE THIS TRIAL
WILL DEMONSTRATE TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE JUST WHAT THEIR GOVERN-
MENT IS DOING; THAT IT WILL BE A MAJOR STEP TOWARD ACHIEVING
THE GOAL FOR WHICH WE ALL STRIVE: ENDING THE WAR IN INDOCHINA.

Scott Camll ALZon Foss Pete Mahoney
BiLL Pattenrnson Don Perdue- John Kndilggin

Stan Michelsen John Brlggs

VIETNAM VETERANS AGAINST THE WAR - GAINESVILLE CONSPIRACY .
BOX 13179

GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 32601
904-378-0774



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF DEFENDANTS

Alton Foss was born in Miami in 1946. He graduated from high school
in Hialeah, Florida, and at the age of seventeen he enlisted in the Navy
as a Hospital Corpsman. After completing his training, he was sent to
Vietnam with the 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines, 3rd Marine Division, in
December 1966,

* ™

In April 1967, in an ambush south of Da Nang, Alton received two
rounds of gunshot in his left leg. He has had ten operations so far and
is now in a Veterans Hospital undergoing two more operations. He receives
a sixty percent disability from the Veterans Administration.

For his service in Vietnam, Alton was awarded a Purple Heart, Viet-
namese Service Medal, Vietnam Campaign Ribbon, Presidential Unit Citation,
and National Defense Ribbon. He has been an active member of VVAW in
Florida for eight months. He is working toward a degree in Medical Tech-
nology at Charron Williams Para-medical College in Miami,

Scott Camil was born on May 19, 1946 in Brooklyn, New York and moved
to Florida at the age of 4. 1In 1965 Scott graduated from Hialeah High
School and enlisted in the Marine Coxrps.

During his four years in the Marine Corps, Scott spent 20 months in
Vietnam as a Forward Observer with C Company, 1st Battalion, lst Regiment,
lst Marine Division, operating in Da Nang, Hoi An, Dong Ha, and Quang Tri.
He was wounded twice and received decorations from the U.S. and South
Vietnamese governments.

He was honorably discharged as an E5 in July 1969 and entered Dade
County Junior College, from which he graduated in December 1970. He en-
tered The University of Florida in January 1971 and expects to graduate
with a degree in Philosophy in 1972. He joined VVAW in January 1971 and
has been working as the Southeast Regional Coordinator since then.

John Kniffin was born in San Antonio, Texas in 1940. He graduated
from Jefferson High School in San Antonio, where he was President of the
Episcopal Youth Group.

After completing two years at Texas A & M, John enlisted in the Marine
Corpos for four years, of which he serxved 32 months in Vietnam. He re-
ceived decorations from the Government of the United States and the Govern-
ment of South Vietnam., He has returned these medals to the administration
in protest to the war. John was honorably discharged as a Staff Sergeant
(BE6) 1in 1968,

After his discharge he was employed by Southwest Bell Telephone Co.,
while attending college part time. In 1969 he moved to Austin, Texas,
where he worked for Bell Telephone Co. and attended the University of Texas.
He became active in VVAW in the spring of 1971, and has devoted all his
energy since then to VVAW activity.



Peter Mahoney was born September 9, 1948 in Brooklyn, N.¥. He at-
tended St. Adrian School in Williston Park, N.Y., St. Anne School in Brent-
wood, N.¥. and St. Pius X Preparatory Seminary in Uniondale, N.Y. and
graduated from Bishop Hendricken High School in Warwick, R.I. in June 1966,
From 1966 until 1967 he attended Providence College where he was on the
Deans List.

He joined the Army in April 1968 and went through Advanced Infantry
Training at Fort Dix, N.J., and Officers Candidate School at Fort Benning,
Ga., from which he graduated as a 2nd Lieutenant in March 1969. He then
went to Jump School, also at Fort Benning. While at Fort Benning he served
as a Platoon Leader, Executive Officer, and Company Commander with A Com=
pany, (LRRP}, 75th Infantry. Advisot School at Fort Bragg, N.C., and Lan=~
guage School at Fort Bliss, Texas prepared him for his job as Senior Advi-
sor on a Mobile Advisory Team in the Phu Thu and Phong Dien districts of
Thua Thien Province in Vietnam from May 1970 to March 1971.

Peter was awarded a Bronze Star, Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry, and

Combat Infantryman's Badge. He was discharged from the Awrmy in 1971 as
a lst Lieutenant. In 1972 he was elected a National Coordinator of VVAW.

William James Patterson was born in Norfolk, Va., on September 20,
1947. He enlisted in the Army for three years in January 1966. From Feb-
ruary 1967 to February 1968, he served as a door gunner on a "Huey" heli-
copter gunship with the 25th Infantry Division LRRP. He was awarded a
Distinguished Flying Cross, Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry, Purple Heart,
three Air Medals, Vietnamese Service Medal, Combat Infantryman's Badge,
National Defense Medal, and Aerial Crewmember's Wings. Bill also received
decorations for the Tet and Counter Tet actions which he participated in.

From 1970 to December 1971 he attended the University of Texas at El
Paso. In April 1971, Bill reported to the Provost Marshall at Fort Bliss
that he had killed 13 Vietnamese civilians under direct orders, and also
specified other war crimes he had seen and participated in. WNo action was
taken in response to his testimony. From April 1971 to the present Bill
has worked full time with VVAW as West Texas Regional Coordinator.

Donald Perdue was borxrn in Detroit in May 1949 and moved to Florida
in 1951. He attended Hallandale Elementary School and South Broward High
8chool in Broward County. After graduating from high school, Don was
drafted and served in the Marine Corps from March 1969 to October 1970,
and in Vietnam from September 1969 to July 1970. He was honorably dis-
charged as a Corporal.

Since his discharge he has attended Broward Junior College, and
expects to transfer in September to Florida Institute of Technology. In
the interim he has been working as an apprentice pile driver and in a
service station on weekends. Don also works in many community programs
and is the Broward County VVAW Coordinator.

He is on the Board of Directors of the Broward Artificial Reef, a
federally-supported ecology program for the repalr and building Qf reefs,
to replace natural coral reefs destroyed by pollution, to reglen;sh fish
life and sea ecology. His main concern is to end the suffering of the
people of Indochina and to transfer an awareness of the sad state of our
ecclogical balance to the people of the world.



Stanley Krough Michelsen, Jr. was born on August 19, 1949 in

Milwaukee, Wisconsin and moved to Florida in 1953, He graduated Pompano

Sr. High School in 1967, went to broadcasting school in Atlanta for
one year and joined the Army in March, 1969,

During his 3 years in the Army he spent 20 months in Vietnam. He
served in the 7th PSYOP Battalion for the 3rd Marine Division., He
extended his tour 6 months in March 1969, He was stationed in Dong
Ha where he received a Bronze-Star, Vietnamese Service medal and Viet-
namese Unit Citation. He turned down two good conduct medals.

Stan attends Santa Fe Jr: College where he is majoring in broad-
casting. He has been VVAW Asst. Regional Coordinator of Florida for
1 year. He went to Paris in June as part of a VVAW delegation to meet
with the North Vietnamese to gather evidence against the Nixon admin-
istration to be used at the republican convention.

Stan was subpoened on July 10 to Tallahassee, he was never called
to testify and the subpoena was dropped on July 13. He was indicted
on QOctober 18, 1972.

John King Briggs was born in Norwalk, Conneticutt on October 20,
1951, and moved to Pompano Beach, Florida, in 1954. He went +to
Pompano Beach Senior High and guit in his senior year to drive a
truck. In 1870 he went back to school and received a General Educa-
tion Development Diploma. He attended Santa Fe Community College
majoring in liberal arts. John has worked in the furniture business
in Gainesville and Jacksonville, managing Water Beds Unlimited in
Gainesville in September 1971. ‘

John's draft status 1s currently 1-A but his sympathies are
with the conscientious objector. On August 7 he was subpoenaed to
appear before the Grand Jury and was dismissed. The Grand Jury recon-
vened September 7 and John was resubpoenaed. He was charged with
contenpt of Court by Judge David Middlebrooks and was placed in
Leon County Jail on September 8. This was immediately after Justice
Douglas had over-ruled the contempt citations on 4 members of VVAW
and they had been released from Leon County Jail. Judge Middle-
brooks ordered that the ruling by Douglas on the previous citations
did not apply to John.

On September 17 the charge was dropped with no explanation
and he was released from incarceration. John was indicted on con-
spiracy charges October 18, 1972. He has been a supporter of VVAW
in Gainesville.
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Anti-War Veterans’ Case
Resembles Berrigan Trial

The Justice Departmentl’s conspiracy
case against six members of the Vietnam
Veterans Against the War almosl reads
like a short history of the Harrishurg
Seven affair. We hope the government
has more to go on than the word of one
more dubious FBI informer; otherwise it
could be in line for yet another embar-
rassment at the expense of innocent citi-
zens.

The six are charged with plotting an
assault on the Repuhlican National Con-
vention, They were arrested and indicled
largely on the testimony of William L.
L.emmer, a 24-year-old informer who was
one of the most militant members of the
anti-war group. Lemmer has a history of
emotional instability, He was offcred a
psychiatric discharge from the Army; in
recent months a University of Arkansas
doctor recommended psychiatric {reat-
ment for him.

Yet the government took Lemmer's
word and last month charged the six de-
{endants for conspiring to “organize nu-
merous [ire teams to attack with auto-
matic weapons and incendiary devices po-

lice stations, police cars and stores in Mi-
ami Beach.” It also charged them with
plotting to destroy communications and
to raid Convention Hall.

So far progress on the case bears
striking similarities to the government’s
pursuit of Rev. Phillip Berrigan and the
Harrishurg Seven, who allegedly had
planned to kidnap presidential assistant
Dr. Henry Kissinger.

Charges in both cases were hrought
by the same Justice Department official;
defendants in both cases belong to anti-
war groups and claim the governmental
action was laken to discredit their activi-
ties; and in both cases the grand juries
handed up quick indictiments then re-
mained sitting—leading to defense
charges that they were on a “fishing ex-
pedition” Lo find corroborating evidence
and testimony.

And then there are the informers —
Boyd Douglas, a convict, in 1he Berrigan
case and Lemmer in this one. Douglas
proved lo be a wholly unreliable witness.
lle admitted {o being a compulsive liar
and often coniradicted himself on the
witness stand. Against his word, the Har-
rishurg jury voted 10 to 2 for acquittal.

Lemmer presents different problems.
VVAW leaders have stated in affidavits
that he was one of the more vociferous
members of their group. According to
one, Lemmer himself had urged “positive
action” at the GOP convention: “His plan
was that we get automatic weapons, dis-
assemble them and strap them to our
bodies, then get into the convention and
rip people off . .. As long as I've been in
the movement, I've never heard anyone
speak of such radicalness.”

That kind of talk raises questions. If
there was a conspiracy, how much of the
planning came from, the FBI's own in-
former? Would there have been a plot
without him? Can his word be trusted
any more {han Douglas’ in the Berrigan
rial? And wihy must the Justice Depart-
ment rely sp heavily on the word of a
man with a history of instability?

The government does not have a
very good batting average in conspiracy
cases. I{ failed to win a conviction in the
Berrigan irial; it may fail again at Talla-
hassee. :
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Informer
Against

Antiwar Ve

TALLAHASSEE, Fla, Aug.
14-The Government's case
agalnst slx members of the

etnaim Veterans Against the
War charged with plotting an
agseult on tho Republican Na-
tlonal Convention appears to
gast primerlly on the testimony
of an Informer for the Federal
Bureau of Investigation who
had eatablished a reputation as
one of the antiwar group’s
more militant and voci{erous
memberg. .

The tnforpser ts Willlam L.
f.emmer, & 24-year-old ex-para:
troopdr whio had been the
organjzation's  Arkansas-Okla-
homa seglonal coordinater and
who testified before a Congres-
gl:nal hearing that he had once

en offered a psychlatrle dis-
charge from the Army, ,
4 Veterang who knew him, and
Mr. Lemmer's estranged wife,
Mary, say that he had a history
of Instabllity, The veterans sa
that he had frequently urg
violent or dlzcuptive acls on
the growp and that hlg activls
tles had led to & number of
afrests in the past. ‘

The wveterans contend that
the couspiracy the Qovernment
doscribes did not exlst. The
Justice Department, aa la the
normal procedure, declined of-
flclal comment on the case.
Tape Reeordings of Lemmer

The veterans group says It
hag 14 hours of tapo recordings
fn which Mr. Lemmer details
his activitles as an informer
for the F.B.I. and tells of varl
ouz weird plots and counter
lota that he contends he was
nvolved In. They also have
thres rambling letters written
to WMrg, Lemmer, in which he
vows vengeance on members of
the group he blames for taking
ke away from him, and speaks
of his grand jury testimony and
ather activities,
The recordings were made
ghortly after Mr, Lemmer had
told some of his fellow veterans
at the mesting in CGealnesville,
Fia., that fosms the hoéart of the
overt acts In the Indictment
that he was working for the
FBI The QGovernment hag
ed the tapes, but has
not yet obtained them.

2

By JOMN KIFNER

fpectal to The New ¥

wl Times .
‘the indictmen.s, headed up
by a Federal grand jury here on
July 13, charged six veterans,
alt In thelr 20's, with consplr-
ing at a merting In Galnesville,
Fla., on May 26, 27 and 28 t0
digrupt the Republican National
Coitventlon, which lg to be held
in Miaml Beach from Aug. 21
to 23, The slx are: Scott
Camil, John W. Kniffin, Wil
llam J. Patterson, Peter P. Mu-l
honey, Alton C.. Foss and
Donald P, Perdue. ~

The Indlctments charge that
they consplred “to organize
numerous ‘fire teams’ to attackl
with automatic weapons fire
and incendiary devices police
statlons, police cars and stores
in  Miaml Beach”"; that the
alleged  conspirators  “would
tire lcad welghts, ‘frled’ mar-
bles, ball bearings, ‘cherry’
bombs, and smoke bombs by
means of wrist rocket sling-
ghots and cross hows” and:
that they planned to “disrmi)t
communications systems in
Miamt Beach.”

The six veterans have not yet
been arralgned. Last week,
Judge Daovid L. Middlebrooks
of United States Distrlct Court
ordered four other veterans
beck to jall for refusing to
testify before the grand jury.

. erans group, and say that he

thus far bears a number of
striking similarities to the Gov-
erment's progecution of the
Rev. Philip ¥, Berrigan and
pix other antlwar activists on
charges of consrlrlng to kid-
nap Henry A. Klssinger, Presi-
dential adviser,

Tho case was brought by the
same Justice Department offi-
clal who supervised the Ber-

Mr. Lemmer, who I3 appar.
ently under the custody of the
F.B.L-inn ono letter, he speaks
of baing in “protective hiding”
=-avag not avallable for com-
iment.

tigan Indictment, Guy L. Good-

’wtn. chief of the Internal Se-
curity Division's Special Litl.
gation zection,

In both cases, the defendants
belong to groups that have
heen innovative forces in the
antiwar movement. Both groups
charged that the indictments
wers attempts to  discredit
them,

In both cases, the indict.
ments wers brought quickly
and both jurles remalned sit-
ting after handing wp the in-
dlctments, The Government sald
this wes becauss the Investi-

tlon was ongoing; the de-
ense charged 1t wag a “fighing
expeditlon” to find and com-
pel corroborative testimony.

And, in both cases, atten-
tion focused on the role of an
informer: Boyd F. Douglas, a
convict, in Barrigan cnge,
and Mr. Lemmer in ths vel

The progress of the cage’

GranE cade,

lppears Key to U.S. Case
terans

Bl Lemmer, a pudgy man
who has recently cut off the
fong halr and bushy beard
Itavored by many of the anti-
war veterans, enrolled at the
,Unlverslt{ of Arkansas at Fay-
etteville last fall, following his
‘discharge from the Army.

One of the first things he did
when he came to town was to
call Martin Jordan, the leader
of the Fayetteville antiwar vet-

had met him at the group's
big demonstration in Washing-
ton that spring.

“1 gald, ‘Come on over, T'd
like to talk to yow'™ Mr
Jordan vecalled, “because I
wasn't there.”

Mr. Lemmer quickly became
prominent in activities of the
antiwar veterans at the univer-
sity, He had an assertive quall-
ty that several veterans de-
scelbed ag a “tremendous ego,”
which led him to tell boastful
war stories and claim expertlse
n a number of flelds.
¢ in a long Interview, after she
had ﬁone through a large pile
of old letters kept In a tin box,
hig wife recounted her relation-
ghlp with Mr, Lemmer, whom
ghe had known since he was
a senlor and she was a soph-
omore at the same high school
in Texarkana,

Mr. Lemmer was a populat
youth who had held several
class offices and wag a serious,
student who attended the In-|
ternatlonal  Sclence Falr in
1987, she recalled. He attended’
Valparalso University in Indi-'
ana for slightly over a semes-
ter, dropping out when a glrl
he was going with had a ner-'
vous breakdown, his wife sald,

“That's the way he 1s." Mrs,
Lemmer sald, “"Any time he
gets close to anything or any-

ody, it destroys them.” She
added that he was even un-
stable in just friendly relation-
ships.
He joined the Army in March,
1088, As she traced hig letters
from hasic training, advanced
Infantry, fump ° school and
Special Forces training, she
found & “gradual mental
change,” from “an inteliectual
status” to a wore “every day,
physical kind of thing.”

in February, 1869, she sald,
he was gent to Vietnam with
the 173d Airborne.

Deawings In Letiers '

Mr. Lemmer 18 an e:«:elleml
artist, his wife noted with some’
pride, and many of the letters,
from the period are decorated|
with his drawings. There is al
vecurring sketch of a teddy,
bear, which, she sald, he would,
draw with varions expresslons
to ustrate his feslings. {

“of their married life as a suc-

“ He waa gent home in Febru-
ary, 1970, with a long leave. But
In July, she recalled, he was
ordered back to Vietnam and
they hurriedly got married, He
left in August but was soon
shipped back because of a se-
verp asthma attack.

He was assigned to Fort
Benning, Ga., and she dropped
out of the University of Ar-
kansas to join him. There, she
says, he became fnvolved tn
antiwar activities,

i He went to Washington at the
time of the veterans’ protest
An the spring of 1871, and ap-

Kenred before a Congreaslon?l
earing, He presented a petl-
tlon signed by 113 soldiers on
tho post protesting conditions
and sald that he had been ha-
rassed by military Intelligence
ancause of his antlwar activi-,

€8, ' 1

In his testimony, reprinted in
the Congressional Record, he
says that “when they found out
I was about to try and recelve
a legltimato medical discharge,
they offered me a discharge on
the grounds of psychlatric dis-
ability and for some ungodly
reason I never found out.” The
testimony is somewhat disjoint-
od, but it appecars from the
context that this was before
he had gerved in Vietnam,

Mrs. Lemmer recalled much

cession of financial problems
and complained that as her
hushand became mora involved
In antlwar sctivities she was
always left at home while he
attended meetings or traveled.

But, about last October, as
she placed it, the financlal prob-
lems seemed to ease, although
she sald he never told her why.
He was able to fly to vetérans
meetings in Denver, Washing-
ton and other places, In Japu-
ary he bought a Dalmatlan that
he kept with hlm constantly,
new clothes, and in May he
traded In thelr old cat on a
Toyota sportg car that, she re-
called cost $3,847.

fndeed, it was largely Mr,
Lommer's ability to travel to
various meetings, Mr, Jordaen
gald, that persuaded him to step
aside and let the newer mair
become the Arkansas coordi-
nator of the group, a position he
later expandsd at a meeting In'
Denver to include Oklahoma, !

But, there were things that,
in retrospect, disturbed him
about Mr. Lemmer, Mr. Jordan
said.

“As long as I've been in the
movement, I've never heard
anyone speak of such radical-
nezs,” he sald of Mr. Lemmer.




When the former Secratary of|
#late, Dean Rusk, came to.
speak at the university, Mr.
Jordan and pther veterans sald,|
e, Lemmer urged that they:
ﬁt lengths of chaln and chaln’

g doof shut.during the apeech,
The suggestion was voted down,

On another occaslon, he rg-
callad, he sat down at a table
in the basement cafeteria of
the . Btndent Unlon bullding
whero Wik, Lemmer was talking
5 8 group of other velerans
apout what he called a “posi-
tlve sction” at the Republican
convention, then scheduled for
Ban Dlego.

“His plan was thet we get
m;ﬂr‘m -
Automatic weapons, dissssemble
‘them end atrap them {o our
bodles, then get Into the con-
vention and rip people off,” Mr.
Sordan oald,
in affidavite flled In the
‘Federal District Court here, Mr.
Jordan and Donald C. Donner,
another member of the Fayet-
tovilie vetorans group, sald that
dusing thelr tape-recorded in-
terrogation of Mr, Lemmer, he
tad told them that he, had
“soungeled, alded and abetted”
8 tesn-ager I a plan to blow
up 8 campus landmarik known
as Old Maln, toaching the youth
wa make and place the
N
. QQ tldnight on Jast Oct. 18,
.81, agents and clty policemen
slaked out inslde and outside
of the buildlng. captured Mark
¢, Yanelal, then 19, the ron of
a local minlster, with & Molotov
cochtall, Thoy found ether
ured under the bullding's
g%m door, He was séntenced to
jall unti his 21st birthday.
© Barbara Stocking, a doctoral
¢andidate and teaching fellow
4t Boston University, who
worked for the vetorans, met
Mp. Lemmer at & poace dem-
onstration In Washington last
ay, Bhe accepted a ride to
arida with him,

Fotked Durlng Trip

He talked for “neerly the
'whole time” during the two-da
teip, she sald In an affidavit
fiied fn the District C%ure here,
and *he sald that 1 shouid not

¢ to the Miaml conventlons
! uge, he said, all of the
VV.AW, [Vietnam Velerans
Aglmmi the War] leaders were
going to be plcked up and taken
out of clrculation.” —

The affidavit stated: “He and
some other people were golng
to ohost loaders of the Mew
Left, and start & riot, and there
would ba a lot of fighting and
shooting, and everyone would
b arrested. Mo caid he had a
gourcs of unilmited funds to
i

this owt, and would go
to hiding afterwards and leave
the countey.”

“Whenever we olep Lo
eat along the way,” the efil-
davit weal on, “a9 soun &9 we
‘wore ot a table or counter, he
Began talking ln a loud volcs

aboud ehooting, bombing, and
ﬁ%@kﬁmﬁm@d@amwsmp.

s

but ho still did ft. When we

which wag whers he was go-
ing to stay, he again talked
of shooting and bombing.”

dent
Tinker Alr Force Base near

Oklahoma City. After an antl-| many

war rally, 38 demonstrators| armed, Mr, Camil also concedes
were arrested on trespassing| that he has bought wrist-rocket

charges when they crossed
onto base property.

In checking the coust rec-
ords, Erle Crove, lawyer for
gome of the defendants, dis.
covered that Mr. Lemmer had
been released on his own rec-
ognlzance Without. the ald of
& lawyer—a highly unusual
procedure,

Later, In their affidavits, Mr,
Jordan and Mr. Donner would
say that Mr, Lemmer had told
them during the tape-recorded
questioning that he had mean-
aged to get his release through
his F.B.1, control agént. At this
time, Mrs. Lemmer sald, her
husband hed called her from
Oklahoms and Instructed fer

to tell frlends that ehs had

borrowed the money to pay his

bail. !
Mr. Jordan eald thet when he,

learned of the Incldent, he calied
the antiwar veterans’ national
office, which, In turn, called
Qalneaville, Fla, whare My,
Lemimer was altending a meat.

|ing.

got to Galnesville and went tolin apartments rented In a ram-
tha house of $cott Camiljshackle old frame house by

Mr, Jordan and some of the|that the use of fire bombs, sling-
other veterans clted an inci-|shots and cross bows was
fate in the spring at|demonstrated,

The Arkenses Traveler
f Wililam L. Lemmer, an F.B.I, Informer, at an antlwar
demonstration at the University of Arkansas.

1t was at thls meeting, held

Scott Camil and several other
Gainésville veterapgs, that the
Uovernment contends the al-
leged plot was hatched and

The veterans openly say that
of thelr members are

stingshots—a weapon that usges,
steel balls for hunting small:
game and that ig avallable in
sporting goods stores here. The
vetergns ssy that at one point
there was & plan to use the
sfingshots to fire marshmallows
at pollcemen In a “guerrilla
theater” action,

Democrats Called Topie

The vetérang say that the
ineating——a Fathering of South-
ern regional leaders who met
sporadically {0 discuss their
problems In working In a more
conservative area—was held to
discuss platis for demonstra-

| tong at the Democratic, not the
; Republican, convention.

Some of the veterana say
that Me, Lammer attempted to
bring tip the gubject of the Re-,
publlcan  coaveéntion, but was
houted down. . -

And, It waa at thiz meeting,’
Mr, Canill and others sald, thet
Mr, Lemmer took gaverdl peo-
ple aulde and for tha first timd

'sald that he had been an
F.B.L informer. He offered at
the time to become a doubis
agent,

Shortly thereafter, Mr. Jor-
dan and Mr, Donner met with
Mr., Lermmer for two tense.days,
resulting in the long tape re-
cordings,

One lawyer, not directly as-
soclated with the case, who has

hieard portlons of the tapes de-
scribed thomn as “hale-ralsing.”
He sald he believed that Mr,
Lemmer was “belng used,”
Mednwhlle, relations between
Mr. Lemmer and his wife were
deteriorating. She would soon
move out of thelr apartment,
vetain a divorce lawyer and, In
mid-June, have him arrested
and held for a sanity hearing.

Cltes Threats and Weapons

In affidavits filed in the Fay-
etteville courthouse at that
time, she said that he kept a
loaded weapon with him, and
that he had threatened her, her
lawyer and several of the other
veterans. The policeé confiscated
a loaded .22-caliber pistol and a
loaded .22-caliber automatic
rifle from Mr. Lemmer,

Mr. Lemmer was released
after belng examined by a
{oung general practitioner from
he university, who recom-
mended that he see a psychia-
trist.

Since the break, Mrs, Lem-
mer has recelved three rambling
letters from her husband, let-
ters that abruptly shift in tone
grom pleading with her to come
ack to him, to bragging of his
tmportance to the Government
and of his grand jury testimony,
to braggadoclo and warnings of
vengeance agalnst Mr, Jordan
and other veterans,

He says at one polnt that If
he comes for them It will not be
nolsily, but in “tennls shoes”
with a ”'len%th of plano wire,”
and says, “I am not a leg in-
fantryman like them. 1 am an
élitist paratrooper, 5. F. [Spe-
clal Forces) ranger.”

At another Polnt he says: “I¢

lyou must tell them anything,
itell them to keep an eye over
jtheir shoulders at all times, Be-
cause one evening soon, they'lt
‘see the satisfying smile of
mine,” ]
' But, Mrd. Lemmer also re-
called returning to their apart-
jment the day she left and find-
Jing the walls covered with art-
work, Including many of his
war drawings, and a number of
index cards stuck on the walls
reading “P.V.S. [post-Vietnam
syndrome) Kills,”

“There was a drawing of a
street lined with buildlngs,” she
sald, “Everything concrete with
no Hfe except maybe one or two
twigs of grass coming through
the cracks., And in the midale
wes a little teddy bear, the
teddy bear he used to draw
Iwim this funny look on its face,
this duil fook.”




YOU CAN HELP US BY DOING QNE QR-MORE OF THE FOLLOWING:

SEND MONEY NOW! - TO - VVAW GAINESVILLE CONSPIRACY (PROJECTED COST OF
BOX 13179 TRIAL - $125,000)

GAINESVILLE, FLA., 32601

ARRANGE TO HAVE ONE OF THE DEFENDANTS SPEAK AT YOUR SCHOOL OR IN

YOUR COMMUNITY
(A SPEAKERS PROGRAM IS VITAL - TO GET OUT INFORMATION
AND TO RAISE FUNDS)

WRITE LETTERS TO THE EDITORS OF PAPERS IN YOUR AREA PROTESTING
THE INDICTMENT & TRIAL

DISCUSS THE CONSPIRACY CASE ON RADIO AND TV TALK SHOWS

WRITE LETTERS TO YOUR CONGRESSMAN, U.S. SENATORS, AND THE PRESIDENT;
PROTESTING THIS REPRESSIVE INDICTMENT AND TRIAL

SET UP A DEFENSE COMMITTEE IN YOUR COMMUNITY - TO RAISE FUNDS, TO
BUILD ACTIONS AROUND THE TRIAL - TO ORGANIZE A LETTER WRITTING
CAMPAIGN - TO GET OUT INFORMATION

PARTICIPATE IN THE INDOCHINA PEACE CAMPAIGN AND IN OTHER ANTI-WAR
ACTIVITIES IN YOUR AREA

SUPPORT ANTI-WAR CANDIDATES IN THE NOVEMBER ELECTIONS

VOTE RICHARD M. NIXON OUT OF OFFICE

VVAW GAINESVILLE CONSPIRACY

Box 13179 904-378-0774
GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 32601



NEWS RELEASE

VVAW/WSO
Gainesville 8 News Bureau

307 SE 2nd St.

Gainesville, Fla. 32601

.July 6 pre-trial hearings for the Gainesville 8 Conspiracy Trial were held before
Judge Winston Arnow to determine if the pre-trial activities of the defendants would
pPrejudice the jury before it was selected. A defense motion was heard re: the right of
discovery requesting access to the files of the fbi and other government agencies sus-
pected of using electronic surveillance and agent provocateurs against the Gainesville 8
and other VVAW/WSO members. The: judge ordered defense attorneys to show cause wht
they should not have to pay costs of a previous pre-trial hearing concerning the burglary
~of the office of a former attorney for one of the defendants. Separate contempt hearings
were heard against Anthony Sidell, a VVAW /WSO member, and the Columbia Broadcast-
ing System television network (CBS),

The hearing of the question concerning the defendants' alleged attempts to prejudice
the jury produced an illegal line of questioning from special prosecutor Guy Goodwin and
Judge Arnow. Their actions precipitated an outburst from spectators and a general dis-
ruption which eventually resulted in contempt charged against the six defendants present,
one of their supporters, and a warning to another.

The disruption occurred during the cross-examination of Brian Adams, national
coordinator of VVAW/WSO. Adams was called by the defense and testified that any and
all activities around the trial were going to be organized by VVAW/WSO as a national
organization and not by the defendants or their attorneys or members of the defense
committee. During cross-examination Guy Goodwin began asking Adams for names of
all people who would be working with him despite the objections of defense attorﬁeys that
the questions were dirrelevent to the issue and were in violation of Adam's first amend-
ment rights relating to freedom of association. At one point, Arnow overruled a defense
objection and interjected a comment saying that he also would be interested in hearing
the names of these ppople. When Goodwin asked for all names of people all around the
country who would be implementing the plans for the demonstration, a voice among the
spectators shofited ""No!' General confusion followed. Two deputy marshalls identified
Walter Klim as having said ''"No''. They took him before the bench, and Klim told Arnow
he had not made the comment. At that point, Mrs. Angelica Rohan of Miami, a witness
in another pre-trial hearing set today, stood and told the judge Klim had not made the

statement, but she would not reveal who did. Annow called Mrs. Rohan before the bench



and under pressure from the judge, - she identified Frank Hall as the-person-who-made
the interruption. At that point, the gix defendants jumped to their feet, maintaining,
"Two marshalls lied." Arnow subsequently found the six defendants in contempt, He
also vacated a contempt citation and $25 fine earlier imposed on Klim and found Hall
in contempt of court, sentencing him to probation without supervision.

After a recess, Adams was back on the stand. He refused to answer most of the
Lemammg questions on the grou nds that it was a violation of his first amendment
rights and pos sibly will be cited for contempt in an upcoming hearing for refusing to
answer,

Despite the testimony, Arnow failed to hand down a decision on the question of
pre-trial publicity, . |

In conjunction with the matter of the use of electronic surveillance by the fbi and

hers the defense called Pablo Manuel Fernendexz who testified that while working
for the Miami Police Dept, he used a bug to record a conversation with Scott Camil
snd Alton Foss, He further stated that he recorded a phone conversation with Scott
Camil because he thought the fbi would be interested., Judge Arnow repeatedly upheld
vbjections by the government of the defense attorney's attempts to discover Fernan.
dez's involvement with the fbi and to discover the nature and extent of fbi use of
eiectronic devices and informérs and/or provocateurs. Angelica Rohan testified
ihat Fernandez had told her that he worked for the fbi.

Defense attorney Morton Stavis requested that Guy Goodwin be allowed to testify
2.2 to the government's use of electronic listening devices, Goodwin had previously
submitted four affidavits on the subject; first denying, then admitting to one and then
another instance of electronic surveillance. In each instance, Goodwin admitted to the
the government's use of electronic surveillance only after it was uncovered by a
“ource other than the government, Given the history of Goodwin's lack of coopera-
tion, Stavis asked that Goodwin be called to testify on the grounds that it appeared
the government had information which the defense had a legal right to see under

¢ Brady decision, Arnow refused to allow Goodwin to take the stand.

Defense attorney Doris Peterson requested that Judge Arnow remove himself
from the case for reasons of prejudice, citing a long list of prejudicial remarks and
actions by the judge. Arnow refused the motion,

The contempt charge against Tony Sidell resulting from an alleged threat to
punch out fbi informer Gene Thrasher outside the courtroom was heard and dropped.
Thrasher and David Williams had stolen a VVAW/WSO film from Sidell's house and

had given it to the fbi, The question of defense attorneys paying costs was dropped.



VIETNAM VETERANS AGAINST THE WAR
GAINESVILLE CONSPIRACY DEFENSE COMMITTEE
PO BOX 13179
GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 32601
(904) 378-0774

We have recedved your generous contribution to the Defense
Committee. We would Like Lo exphress our thanks and deep gratitude
dorn yourn donation. VYou can be assured that the money will be
used in the continuance of the struggle for peace and justice.

We anre expecting a very Long trhial, possibly six to Zen months,
and we will use the trial as a politftical forum Lo express our
views on the war in Vietnam and other issues we believe Lo be of
vital imponrtance. The actual cosit of this trnial will be enormous,
possibly as much as $250,000, but we are confident that the people
0§ this country who believe in what we are doing will suppori ub
as much as they possibly can.

Once aﬁain we wish to thank you, and we know that the future
will show that yourn trust in us has not been misplaced.

Hoa Binh,

. THE GAINESVILLE EIGHT

ok Kousgr %{71%%/%@ . Kool

JOHN BRIGGS SCOTT CAMIL ALTON FOSS JOHN KNIFFIN
FLA. VVAW FLA. VVAW TEXAS VVAW
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VIETNAM VETERANS AGAINST THE WAR
Phone 904 3780774
P. 0. Box 13179 Gainesville, Florida 32601

NONVIOLENCE

As veterans of the most violent war in historyy we have an understandimg
of what violence means., We have committed that vidlence in Vietnam on a grand
stale, But what many of us do not understand is the concept of non-violence.

We grew up in a vielent society with John Wayne movies, Dragnet, and all
the other things. And in The.Nam we gaw.many of our brothers die because they
thought they were John Wayne, Nonviolence does not mean nonaction. Nonviolence
ig a special form of action designed to point out the contradictions inherent in
using violence to obtain peaceful goals., ‘

We went to Washington to show the American people that the Vietnam War is
totally wrong. We had to do it with nonviélent action or we would have missed
- the point entirely, Our guerilla theatre actions portrayed violence. Our war
crimes!' testimony desctibed the violence we committed in the past. And our
very presence in WaShington forced people to relate to the violence in Vietnam,

If a confrontation had occurred during our stay, we had to inSure that it
was clear to everyone -~ the press, the public, the government -- that any
violent acts were initiated by others than ourselves., Ve were there to educate
the people of America., We were there to show them that we want peace and not
another war,

Since we know so little about nonviolence, and since we are not trained
in it, we must always be creative with our energies., We must maintain a sense
of humor as well as a sense of urgency and detefmination, Ve must control
ourselves and show the people of this nation and of the world that we have had
it with the war -~ all wars., That the needless dying in Indochina must cease
NOW. And in order to do it we must live it. We have to be fres, And that
freedom includes freedom from the role we were trained for -~ the role of
violence,

In the end each of us will have to make up our ovn minds, and act according

to those beliefs. But if in our demonstrations we do the same things we did
in the Nam, then we are no better than the Nixons and Mitchells of the world,

Peace and Love and Nonviolent Action



RETUKn TO:  VIETNAM VETERANS AGAINST THE WAR
GAINESVILLE CONSPIRACY DEFENSE COMMITTEE
PO BOX 13179
GAINESVILLE, FLOIRDA 32601

WE DEMAND THAT THE INDICTMENTS AGAINST VVAW, AND ITS SUPPORTERS BE
.DROPPED BECAUSE THEY REPRESENT AN ATTEMPT BY THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION TO DENY
AMERICANS THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO EXPRESS DISSENT AND OPPOSITION TO THE
WAR IN SOUTH EAST ASIA.

WE ALSO DEMAND THAT THE ILLEGAL USE OF THE FEDERAL GRAND JURY SYSTEM
BY THAT SAME ADMINISTRATION BE DISCONTINUED.

PLEASE PRINT NAME AND ADDRESS
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The New Soldier

“I hope every American will read it.
It may put an end to this terrible war.”
Congressman Paul N. McCloskey

The New Soldier “‘reflects in a moving
way the seriousness of the young
Americans who have done what they
can, both in Vietham and in Washing-
ton, to lead our country toward a
saner and more rational policy.”
Senator J. William Fulbright

This is not a book written by the gov-
ernment, by politicians or the penta-
gon, or by “think-tank’ experts. It is
the anguished cry of a small number
of young men who were fortunate
enough to be able to come home from
Indo-China. These are the men who
bravely cast down their medals and
ribbons on the steps of the Capitol

by John Kerrg ﬁ

Vletnam Veterans
_Against The War

{E NEW

SOLDIER

Building in April 1971. In publicly pro-
testing their government’s policies in
Indo-China, they faced their peers as
well as themselves. The New Soldier
addresses not just America, but coun-
tries under arms the world over.

The book includes:

*John Kerry’'s entire testimony before
the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee

*54 statements by Vietnam Veterans

*136 photographs of the Veterans’
demonstration in Washington,
D.C.

*56 snapshots by veterans of their
Vietnam experiences

*An epilogue by John Kerry explain-
ing “Why The New Soldier?”’

*Publisher’s list price:
$3.95 paperback
$7.95 hardcover

*8” x 117,174 pages

. Name

Address

Edited by

David Thorne
George Botler

.................................

' Please send me_____copy(ies) of the paper- ;
: back edition of The New Soldier at the special *
- rate of $3.50 per copy (includes postage)

. [J1am a Vietham Veteran
. All proceeds from this book—due to the
. authors and editors—will go to Vietnam
. Veterans Against the War.

................................



