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Defendants 

Gainesville Sun, September 1, 1973

Camil, Kniffen, and Patterson acted as their own attorneys; all 

were VVAW members except for John Briggs, the youngest of the 

Eight at 20 years old



Evidence

■ “Star witness” for prosecution was William Lemmer, FBI informant within VVAW



Rolling Stone Article on Lemmer 
February 14th, 1974









• Judge Arnow initially barred the 

defense form questioning 

Lemmer’s background as an 

“FBI Provocateur” in front of the 

jury

• On August, 10th , defense wins 

motion to question Lemmer 

about 8 specific incidents of 

provocation



“Related incidents occurring in 

Camil’s home, demonstrations of 

incendiary devices such as glycerin 

and potassium crystals wrapped in 

gauze…

Lemmer implied that suggestion was 

made [that] this device could be 

dropped into gas tanks of policemen 

in Miami”



Miami Herald, Sept 2, 1973



St. Petersburg Times, Wednesday August 8th, 1973

• Lemmer keeps bringing up a 

story in which he overhears 

Camil talking to his brother who 

is apparently a police officer in 

Miami… “If you use your 

machine guns, we’ll use our 

hand grenades” 

• Also claims that Camil 

approached him asking to “take 

out a contract”, or kill someone 

for pay 

• Defense tries to declare a 

mistrial due to the irrelevance 

and lack of validity of the claim 

that Camil was planning an 

assassination 



■ State Witness “Mr. Marshall”

■ Scott Camil’s former landlord 
and FBI informant

■ “Saw box with gun 10ft away, 
allegedly real, saw other toy 
guns in attic” 

■ “Mr. Marshall is colorblind and 

appears to have difficulty 
judging distance”



NY Times Article
Sept. 2, 1973



FBI Interference



Tuesday August 7th- “Phones at home 

acting very strange- squeal at end of 

long distance call to mom and dad 

sounding like someone stopping tape 

recorder/amateur job of bugging if 

such is the case” 

“[unreadable] reported our phone 

acting strange when he called this 

past week, strange clicks and trouble 

dialing. Paranoia perhaps but still 

disturbing- plan to ask Judge Arnow 

when case resumes Thursday August 

9th”



■ From Lois M. Hensel, one of the 
jurors, from a panel on May 17, 
2001



http://www.vvaw.org/veteran/article/?id=1049

VVAW Newsletter, September 1973

http://www.vvaw.org/veteran/article/?id=1049


How was this allowed?

“Arnow has appeared irritated at both sides, but most of his wrath has been heaped on the 

defense”

“In what he calls an attempt to speed up the trial, Arnow has establishes two rules which the 

defense claims works additional hardships  on them. He has outlawed bench conferences and 

has ordered attorneys not to argue their objections” 

Gainesville Sun, August 20, 1973



Time Magazine- August 20th 1973 

“The defense claimed the agents were 

bugging their lines. Judge Winston 

Arnow, a tough conservative Lyndon 

Johnson appointee, who has shown little 

patience with either defense or 

prosecution tactics, ruled last week there 

had been no bugging”    



Verdict



Impact/Legacy



End of an Era?



• ”The trial has attracted little campus 

attention, a student suggested 

because only half of the school’s winter 

enrollment of 22,000 is there during 

summer” 

• “Others say it is more than that. They 

say the university has become less 

cause-oriented than it was in past 

years” 

• “Getting a quality education to put 

oneself in a position to compete in the 

market place for jobs seems to have 

replaced the virulent militance of 

earlier days”

• “The Gainesville Eight is not a student 

cause. The majority of them don’t 
identify with the defendants” 

• “I was against the system for a while, 

but then I realize it’s the only way 

you’re going to get anything done”



■ Letter from juror James 

Henser to Judge Arnow on 

August 12th, 1973

■ “The major publicity 

concerning the trial has 

subsided  and no longer is 

it making headlines”



Time Magazine, August 20th, 1973   

“Now the case of the Gainesville 

Eight has come to court as the latest-

and possibly last- of the celebrated 

conspiracy trials of recent years” 

“The prosecutions have involved at 

least 100 investigations in 36 states 

that have turned more than 400 

indictments, but led to only one tenth  

as many convictions, many on lesser 

charges” 



World Net Daily, March 19, 2004



What can we take from the Gainesville 
Eight as a society?

“Well I think being a good citizen means being an active citizen, and I would say the 

number one responsibility of the citizen in a democracy is to control their government. 

That’s their number one responsibility.” - Scott Camil


