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JOHN KNIFFIN
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% PETER MAHONEY BT CHMiooN DON PERDUE WILLIAM PATTERSON

ALTON FOSS
JOHN BRIGGS SCOTT CAMIL

Camil, Kniffen, and Patterson acted as their own attorneys; all
were VVAW members except for John Briggs, the youngest of the
Eight at 20 years old

Gainesville Sun, September 1, 1973




Evidence

m “Star withess” for prosecution was William Lemmer, FBI informant within VVAW

o former

B Llizzed

By Vets

GAINESVILLE (AP) —
FBI informer William W.
Lemmer testified at the
Gainesville Eight trial yester-
day that he was part of an an-
tiwar group that occupied the d
OBJ Library in Texas in 1971, i
but he denied that he planned v
and led the demonstration. b}

THE TAMP.

A TRIBUNE-TIMES; Sunday, August 12, 1973

Lemmer is the key govern-
ment witness in the trial of g
eight members of the Viet- ~
nam Veterans Against the »d
War accused of plotting vio- o
lence during the 1972 Republi- -
can National Convention. K

HE ALSO denied instigat-
ing talk of violence at the con- *
vention during VVAW meet-
ings.

Defendants Scott Camil,
John Kniffen and William

Patterson — acting as their
own atlm‘ncys ~—  Cross-ex-
Photo of Lemmer amined Lemmer about his ac-

...was made in 1971 when he was in VVAW Please See Page 7, Col. 4

WILLIAM LEMMER ON STAND FRIDAY




Rolling Stone Article on Lemmer
February 14", 1974

= Rolliﬂg;gto_ﬂe Hogtown Justice: The VVAW and the '72 Republican Convention

Hogtown Justice: The VVAW and the
'72 Republican Convention

How a band of Gainesville killers broke the President's plot to overthrow the government by force and violence
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A Group of Protesters, Most of Them Members of the Vietnam Veterans Agamst the War, Wait on 15th
St. For Police to Arrest Them, October 24th 1971




William Lemmer joined the VVAW soon after he left the Green Berets in
1971. About the same time, he joined the employ of the FBI. Why not hold
down two jobs when you never sleep anyway? Wild Bill never slept because
he tended to gobble benzedrine like M&Ms. It’s one reason he was called
Wild Bill.

That was Wild Bill’s kind of dedication; he jumped into his dual roles with
all four feet. Before his performance as Hogtown's star witness, Lemmer
helped bust six people for dope, led a demonstration onto an Air Force base
where 32 were arrested, talked his best friend into writing a bomb threat

and authored a plan for seizing the Alamo.

In response, the veterans would be put in internment camps, continued
Lemmer, and all the other lefties busted. He himself planned to go into

hiding if he survived. He had, he claimed, “an unlimited source of funds.”

Wild Bill paused, ground a pair of green tablets between his teeth and asked

Barbara Stocking if she’d like to travel around with him when he was done.

Barbara Stocking took a rain check, she later told defense attorneys. She

figured Wild Bill was crazy as six or seven motherfuckers.




The plans formulated in that attic room of 25 people were summarized in
the Convention Newsletter mailed out two weeks later by the Florida
VVAW. The newsletter predicted “peaceful, nonviolent” actions in Miami,
but also dealt with the possibility of being caught out in the open by a
police assault. In a “things you will need” section, this item appeared: “"We
also recognize the right of collective self-defense if we are placed in a
position of receiving extreme or unlawful physical danger to ourselves or
our brothers. Hunting slingshots have proven their worth in deterring
police brutality.” The newsletter went on to recommend marbles as
“defensive” projectiles. A year later, the 8 1/2” by 14” mimeod sheet was

introduced as government exhibit Number Seven.
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Defense Out to

ByDAVE REDDICK
Sun Staff Writer
The anucipated attempt to
discredit the government's key
witness in the Gainesville Eight
conspiracy case got off to a slow
start Thursday, but the
foundation was being laid
Attorneys for the eight had 46
hours to prepare their cross
examination of William
Lemmer, which they began
Thursday morning
Defendant Wilham Patterson
was the first to question
Lemmer, who spoke in a voice
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considerably softer than he did
Monday and Tuesday when he
accused the defendants of
plotting to cause violence in
Miami and Miami Beach during
last year’s Republican National
Convention

From Patterson’s questions,

SunInauguratesNew
Classified System

A “new look” classified ad-
vertising section, courtesy of
modern technology, made its
debut in the Gainesville Sun
Thursday

Result: The much-read
classified ads are easier to read
and easier to locate

Each section heading 1s now
labeled with a large, bold-faced
numeral corresponding to the
index of ‘“Where to Find It."*

And the type faces have been

changed, allowing for easier
reading.
Sun classified clients can now
choose from several large type
sizes if they so desire for a
nominal additional charge

Uulizing the Sun’s 1130

UF Budgets
Sent Out

University of Florida
professors should have been
informed by now of the size of
their salary increases, Vice
President of Academic Affairs
Harold Hanson said Thursday.

Hanson said budgets for the
various colleges and
departments went out 0 deans
and department heads on
Monday. The state legislature
fncreased faculty salaries an
average of 5.34 per cent.

However, Hanson noted, the

computer, the newspaper's
production team is now storing
the ads in the computer,
allowing for a complete, up-
dated classified section each
day. The computer setup also
will mean far fewer errors.

Sun Production Manager Ken
Duffield, assisted by Systems
Manager Mike Martin, have
gotten little sleep the past week
because they've been busy
prgramming the new system
into the Sun's computer.

“All advertisements for any
given day's edition are typed by
the classified department on a
special IBM Selectric
lypewrller ' explained Sun
Publisher W. G. Ebersole

“The ads are then read on an
automatic reader and entered
into the computer’s memory
bank with a code number,”
Ebersole continued. *‘When ads
are ‘killed’ the computer can bg
quckly instructed to drop the
ad from the memory file "

Each day, said Ebersole, the
entire classified file is dumped
into six-level perforated tape
that drives automatic, high-
speed line-casting machines
where the entire selection 1s
totally re-set

*/This represents another step
in automation at the Sun which
will provide readers with a
more efficient, quicker, Iess
error-prone process,’
remarked Production Manager

1t was obvious the defense hopes
to portray Lemmer as a
provacateur, who talked wildly
about weapons and violence.

Patterson asked a number of
very specific questions about
comments Lemmer had made
while in Columbus, Ga, several
days after the Memorial Day
weekend meeting in
Gainesville, where the plan for
disruption was discussed by at
least some of the defendants

To most of the questions
Lemmer answered "“No." It is
expected the defense will put on
witnesses who will testify
Lemmer did make the
statements, and by that have
his testimony discredited 1f not
thrown out of court.

Patterson suggested that
Lemmer had participated in a
pair of bomb threats in

WILLIAM PATTERSON
Questions Witness Willlam Lemma

August of

year he lived in Wyoming.
He said he worked 3

Memorial Hospital of Laram

County in Cheyenne as i

orderly until
and then at Ivinson Memoni
Hospital, Laramie, until Apr
as an emergency medict
technician.

The personnel department i
the Cheyenne hospital sai

Ve

of 19

re

signed his job there
V. 12 “due 0 a personal

work was termed
atisfactory

“less
by his
who was he "‘used
Y poor judgement "
ippearance was deemed
Rood” but his physical
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yment record, his
‘or made the following
ent about him: *‘Very
work with Many up
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Il health
which the defense
hopes to be able to ask Lemmer

All The Banks
Are A Stage

YORK (AP) More
per cent of bank robbers

who are caught through the use
hidd meras are iden
T the film showing
ntering the bank and not
he actual hold-up or
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which In
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about are a September 1971
arrest for manjauana and his
part in the attempte d bombing
of Old Main, a University of
Arkansas landmark

Federal Distnct Court Judge
Winston E. Arnow upheld
prosecution objections to
questions about those subjects
Thursday, but the defense was
to prepare a memorandum of
Jaw supporting their nght (o ask
them

It was the arrest which the
defense claims solidified
Lemmer's relationship with the
Federal Bureau of
Investigation

After his arrest he was left in
jail for six days, before the
charges were suddenly dropped
and he was freed with

NEIGHBORHOOD
BIBLETIME | »

instructions to contact the FBI

In a 14-hour taped
*‘confession’’ he gave two
Vietnam Veterans Against the
War, Lemmer is reported to
have admitted helping 17-year:
old Mark Vanceil make a bomb
for use against the Arkansas
landmark and then upping
authorities, so Venceil was ap-
prehended

The attorneys claim the
vanceil incident backs their
charge that Lemmer acted as

Dlscrﬂﬂlt Lemmer Testimony

jagent provocateur int
Gainesville Eight case

But until they can g
testimony which contradic
Lemmer's they must contin
1o chip away at him, hopt
he’ll crack
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Judge Arnow initially barred the
defense form questioning
Lemmer’s background as an
“FBI Provocateur” in front of the
jury

On August, 10t | defense wins
motion to question Lemmer
about 8 specific incidents of
provocation

G.
N

1540 Frate by Brvan Geiavby)

DEFENSE ASSISTANTS KEVIN SHEEBY,TOBY HOLLANDER DANCE INSTREET
During Recess After Favorable Ruling from Judge Winston Arnow

Defense Tries to Show
as Provocateur

Lemmer

By DAVE REDDICK
Sun Staff Writer

cateur, a federal informer
urges others to commit
crime and then informs against
them

A noontime ruling by Federal
District Court Judge W
Amow opened the

Jeast eight times in which they
claim he urged others 1o break
the law

Chief Prosecutor Jack
Carrouth objected to
questioning about the events
because they were not directly
related 10 the charge against

But Arnow ruled the
questioning proper as a way for
the defense to impeach
Lemmer’s testimony

Under questioning by chief
defense anorney Morton Stavis,
Lemmer said he had taken part
in a September 1971 manjuana
harvest in Kansas as part of an
attempt to_ discover a drug
distribution center in Joplin

But the schere, e said, was
fouled when deputies from the
Leavenworth County (Kan.)
Sheriff’s Office arrested
Lemmer and four of the five
others with him

Lemmer said he spent five
days in jail before he was
released on his recognizance
Even though he pleaded guilty
he said, he was never sentenced
nor served any more time in
sl

Lemmer said Friday he was

in Fayette H

enforcemen
(See DEFENSE on Page 11A)

Weather

Partly cloudy, chance  ®
of thundershowers. o (
Lows in 70s, high in low o
%s.

Turn the poge for o (

oY

AXQ acTion

H N 'ine .
.

Laird Denies F

Charles Brann




i k¢ 5 g
i
Ao 0 A 2 4
ool ter 7 T
rmauﬁaw v"/ 77
X ) 153 oo /= &
Lo tn - tuted o \ e b ‘
A XA Vel = > A 7
“; /. ( J‘v.-; Voo lied LHhal A 9
oot , Gl 2 7
p > 7 7 & 07 a0 e
L o Il s hlrecl £ L 1€ Oy 7
Lo ANnod t ;
: 5 7] ik T
5é Clecspmtnr tem /e . {/{E\m ﬂ[r'»'?

%yc,f(k, let ﬁ'f.':',:l,"g s l’/ A
7 . A
_alav Aol /4/ wikte

L plicltrnar

ot

T, LTty i Mo

Z.5
(o eyn af 4L
ﬁ/.ﬁ’ﬁ’//( Z%.« /

“Related incidents occurring in
Camil’s home, demonstrations of
incendiary devices such as glycerin
and potassium crystals wrapped in
gauze...

Lemmer implied that suggestion was
made [that] this device could be
dropped into gas tanks of policemen
in Miami”



Miami Herald, Sept 2, 1973

~Sarcasm was sometimes
used. After Crenshaw had
testified to the arsenal Foss
and Perdue were allegedly
assembling, Turner asked,
incredulously. “He was going
to shoot with a - Thompson
tommy gun, bazooka them|
and then throw rancxd pig- |
blood on them? |

“Did he ever say anythmg
about B-52 airplanes or nu-
clear submarines?”

Occasionally, the prosec-
tion itself offered help. FBI
Chemist basily E. Yates, for
example, conceded that it
was “unlikely” a homemade
firebomb — drugstore chemi- '
cals in a pill jar — would
blow up a car’s gas tank, as
Carrouth claimed Camil plan-
ned to do.




after a day-and-half recess to
give defense attorneys time to
listen to 10 hours of tapes of
statements of FBI informant
William W. Lemmer. The gov-
ernment furnished the tapes
to the defense at the end of
Lemmer’s testimony about

11 a.m. Tuesday.

LEMMER, WHO joined the
Vietnam Veterans Against the
War and served as original
coordinator while giving infor-
mation about the organization
to the FBI, said he told de-
fendant Scott Camil “T had no
animosity toward him and in
fact would do any thing to
help him.” g

Lemmer said right after he
admitted that he was an in-
former, Camil told him he
had “taken out a contract on
a person he had never seen
and needed somebody to fill
it

Lemmer said he ‘“‘declined

rds, Police
y Prosecution

the offer to fill the contract.”

“Taking out a contract” is
slang for hiring a professional
to kill someone or accepting a
paid assignment to Kkill some-
one.

LEMMER ALSO testified
that Camil and Camil’s broth-
er, who worked for the Miami
Police Department, discussed
the confrontation that was to
come at the Republican Na-
tional Convention and weapons
that would be used.

Lemmer said that Camil
told his (Camil's) brother he
would use chemical Mace and
his brother, working for the
other side, said he would be

- armed with a 357 magnum.

Lemmer quoted Camil, talk-
ing to his brother, *‘If you use
your machine guns, we'll use
our hand grenades.”

U. S. District Judge Win-
ston Arnow released the jury
from its total sequestration
for the length of the recess.

St. Petersburg Times, Wednesday August 8, 1973

Lemmer keeps bringing up a
story in which he overhears
Camil talking to his brother who
is apparently a police officer in
Miami... “If you use your
machine guns, we’ll use our
hand grenades”

Also claimsthat Camil
approached him asking to “take
out a contract”, or kill someone
for pay

Defense tries to declare a
mistrial due to the irrelevance
and lack of validity of the claim
that Camil was planning an
assassination
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State Witness “Mr. Marshall”

Scott Camil’s former landlord
and FBI informant

“Saw box with gun 10ft away,
allegedly real, saw other toy
guns in attic”

“Mr. Marshall is colorblind and
appears to have difficulty
judging distance”



NY Times Article
Sept. 2, 1973

Jurors interviewed after the verdict said they had considered the
Government informers—two of whom had been believed to be the “best
friends” of two defendants, and two who were national officers of the
V.V.A.W.—a shabby group. Although the informers laid out a set of
gaudy tales—most of them completely unrelated to anything in the
indictment the basic physical evidence the Government was able to
produce was 55 boxes of wrist rocket slingshots confiscated from the
Wang Dang Doodle hippie store and V.V.A.W. pre-convention
newsletter mentioning sling shots.

Then began days of worry, of fundraising, of working on the defense
and t.f sitting in the courtroom watching man Mr. Mahoney had

believed to be his best friend turn out to be an informer.

“In spite of all this joy and elation,” he said as the defendants prepared
to celebrate their victory, “I can't forget the Government put me
through 14 months of hell.”

The newsletter, which, it turned out, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation had run off 75 copies of so its informer could have them
distributed to the veterans, said the sling shots were to be used as a
“defensive” measure in the event police attacked the demonstrators, but
emphasized that violence at the convention would only aid the

campaign of President Nixon.

The defense lawyers leaped on the newsletter, repeating to the jury

during their closing arguments: “Government exhibit four—read it.”
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FBI Interference
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Tuesday August 7™- “Phones at home
acting very strange- squeal at end of
long distance call to mom and dad
sounding like someone stopping tape
recorder/amateur job of bugging if
such is the case”

“[unreadable] reported our phone

S e W acting strange when he called this
s e e e :
”"‘“éwm R TR A past week, strange clicks and trouble
;:a;f’ﬁ;’“’ s w% syl dialing. Paranoia perhaps but still
% % 7@:.1 ;,#Z;”i:twé disturbing- plan to ask Judge Arnow

! /75} s

; 5 * when case resumes Thursday August
s v RN oth”




m From Lois M. Hensel, one of the
jurors, from a panel on May 17,

2001

clustered with-teottreryarors. A Marshall sat at a table
with a visable gun at either end of our hallway to protect
us. We were not allowed on the top deck to swim until

'ﬁr regular guest hours and then only with the marshals

there to guard us. Since I was a Gainesville resident and
knew the dining places in the city I was appointed as an
informal social director. We ate our evening meals in
various places.

The trial was a very intense experience for me. I had
never been inside a courtroom before. The jurors were all
quite well educated , with a number of college degrees and
others with at least a two year college experience. We
listened to the witnesses and were shown the evidence. 1
shall always remember being shown some beautiful pieces
of paper with blue ribbons and seals which were
supposedly some documents and permits that were not
obtained by the defendants. It seemed at the time that Mr.
Jack Carouth , the attorney for the prosecution who was
showing us these documents was dealing with the jurors as
some rather non intellectual dim wits.

I feel that | went in to the trial with a very open mind.
I figured that if the government had a case against these
people they would prove it to us. They did not.

During the trial, it was very cold in the Court room.
On one of my husband’s twice a week visits I asked him to
buy me a sweater. In 1973, looking for a long-sleeved

My husband went to the old Mall and went down the
escalator in the old Maas Brothers Dept store. He felt
someone was following him so he repeatedly went up and
down several times with the man following him. Why or
Who? I do not know.

I saw witnesses who would not make eye contact with
the jury. I saw hand signals from a prosecuting attorney to
a witness. I picked up on a pattern. When the witness was
asked a question by the defense attorneys the other attorney
would scratch his head and the witness would say “I don’t
recall” When the witness was asked how much money he
received for infiltrating the Defendants group he said after
receiving the head-scratch signal,“I don’t recall.”

wer

While we sequestered we not allowed to see much
news or anything violent on TV. Our newspapers for the
first week or so were carefully censored. Anything of
violence or governmental comment was carefully cut out of
the paper. My favorite cartoon was Doonsbury which was
dutifully cut out of the paper. I told my husband to save it
so I could read it later. It turned out it was a cartoon of the
FBI bugging a lampshade for some reason or other and in
real life I found out after the trial the the FBI here in
Gainesville had bugged a closet next to the defense room
to evesdrop on conversations.

When the trial was over , the jurors were sent back to
the deliberation room. I was elected foreman of the jury.
The evidence was brought in to our room and we could,as a
group, finally discuss the trial with one another. One of the
other jurors had picked up on the hand signals.

B
we = ,,'HA"'\:‘ A
/ . o~
—me’ consensus and yote was not guilty of the charges
against the defendants.

After the trial Scott called and asked if I would like to
see some of the written material that they were not allowed
to use in the trial. We talked several times on the phone. At
that time and during the trial I felt that my home phone was
bugged. The trial was over in August. Scott had asked me
what my plans were and I know that I told him I had

January. Parano overnment perhaps but a strange
thing happened when I walked into the school that first day.
The school secretary said “Mrs. Hensel, why is that man in
the white car taking a video camera picture of you?” Thad
not seen him till I turned around. The principal, Mrs.

C| 5 SLO cd Ou QUU S
permission to take school photos without my permission.
The white car drove off quickly as she went into the
parking lot. I was not concerned at the time ?ndjgsl told
the secretary that it was probably just the G?lﬂcSVl“e Sun
or the Alligator doing a story on schools. The secretary
called both places and no reporters or photograph?rs had
been sent out there. Intimidation? I don’t know. Strange,

es!

Did I lose my trust in Government after the trial? Yes




It is interesting to note that Lemmer seemed fairly well together during his testimony, but when it came his turn to be crossexamined, his stories rapidly fell apart. The prosecution
continually asked for recesses, at which time Lemmer was taken into the hall where Guy Goodwin was waiting to give him answers to defense questions. The coaching of witnesses by the
prosecution has already made itself evident to the jury. Arnow is making no moves to stop this coaching and the lines of defense have clearly been drawn. The repression and hostility of

the court will continue, but the Gainesville 8 will finally be freed.

VVAW Newsletter, September 1973



http://www.vvaw.org/veteran/article/?id=1049

How was this allowed?

By DAVE REDDICK
Sun Staff Writer
Federal District Court Judge
Winston E. “Bo’ Arnow is a
slightly built man who smiles
and jokes a lot when he's
wearing his green business suit.

But when he dons his judicial
robes and climbs up to the
judge's seat in the Gainesville
Eight trial, “Bo''is a bear.

At times shouting down
objecting attorneys, Arnow has
appeared irritated at both sides
in the case, but most of his
wrath has been heaped on the
defense.

JUDGE ARNOW
Actions Draw Protests

During last Wednesday's
session, Arnow hauled the six
defense attorneys before him
and lambasted them for their
part in a moment of silence
observed at the defense table.
And he was flabbergasted and
angered when they invoked
their Fifth Amendment rights
in refusing to answer his
questions.

In what he calls an attempt to

up the trial, Arnow has
established at least two rules
which the defense claims works
additional hardships on them.

He has outlawed bench

Judge Arnow Can Be a

conferenes and has ordered
attorneys not to argue thelf
objections. 4

Any argument about an
objection or the way Arno¥
rules on it, must be made in
written form in a memoraj
to the judge.

Numerous times he has
off defense attorneys as
tried to explain the groun of
their objection to a govern:
question.

A tabulation of Arnows
rulings on defense a d
government objections on
Thursday and Friddy, shows

the government ¢ ame out much
better.

During Thursday's session
the defense objected to 17 of the
questions asked witnesses
Charles Becker and Louis
Anchill. Armow overruled eight
and sustained mne. But dunng
the defense cross examinations
of Becker and Anchill
Government attorney Jack
Carrouth was on his feet with
abjections 48 times Forty-two
times Arnow sustained the
objections, only five times
overruling it. There was no

Bear on the

*x *

*x x
ruling on one of the objec detendants have ~seated
Friday's abbreviated sessior S Wi v il e~
saw 26 government non
and seven defense ob)e
Arnow su
governme t
overruled
ruling onone ol t
The defense
times, with thres
overruled and one sustained
There was no ruling yn three ol
the objections.
Rulings on objections annot
automatically be detert \

with “sustained’ to a Lar
objection

Early

defense ¢

(See ARNOW on Page 10A)

indicate prejudice. b

y W

defense”

“In what he calls
an attempt to speed up the trial, Arnow has establishes two rules which th
e

defense claims works additi
itional hardships on them. H
has ordered attorneys not to argue their objections” |1ie has ouffawed beneh conierences and

Gainesville Sun, August 20, 1973
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Presbyterian—as a cross betweer

man Vincent Peale and Billy Graham

We simply cannot
endemic ‘cussedness’ of man,
in a characteristic mixture of everyday
and evangelical language.

In fact, Harris is convinced that only
those who believe the “truth” of trans
actional analysis can win the battle
against neurosis. You have to have ab
solute faith that T.A_ is true: otherwise
you'll lose,” Harris once told a group
he was leading. Speaking more than half
seriously, he told one patient who had
not read I'm OK—Y ou're OK that “the
only thing standing between you and a
cure is my book.” The book itself goes
s far as to suggest that it may be able
to save man and civilization from ex-
tinction. Harris writes: “We trust it may

be a volume of Hope and an important
page of the manual for the survival of
mankind.”

Eugene Carson Blake, former gen-
eral secretary of the World Council of
Churches, finds the values and assump-
tions of I'm OK to be “basically Chris-
tian ideas,” and an increasing number
of main
are using T.A. for individual and group
counseling. Educators are trying it, 100.
Last spring Harris and his stafl taught
1,000 teachers at the N.E.A. convention
in Portland, Ore., how to create “the

OK classroom.” Business firms (Gener-
al Foods and Digital Equipment Corp..
among others) have experimented with
the method, and so have NASA, the Civ-
il Service Commission and the US.
Naval depot in Oakland, Calif. (A de-
pot contract: “We must move more
boxes onto more ships with happier
men.”) In Berkeley. Calif., Psychologist
Claude Steiner has reported success in
treating alcoholics with T.A,, and in
Sacramento, Calif., Pediatrician Den-
nis Marks says he has helped retarded
patients.
Sharp Critic. In the midst of his suc-
cess, Harris has one regret: “My read-

The Gainesville Eight

Fire teams” using crossbows, wrist
rocket sling shots, automatic weapons
and homemade grenades would roam
the streets of Miami attacking police, |
knocking out electric transformers, and  V

00 green-fal
VAW, who had set up ¢

firebombing storcs According to ¥Bi In-  town, marched with other supporters
ormer William Lemmer, those bizarre, ~through Gainesville chanting “Jail Nix

bloody plans to disrupt the Republican
ational Convention last year were
hatched by a group of Viet Nam Vet
erans Against the War. Lemmer says U
he attended a secret meeting in May U
1972 in a Gainesville, Fla,, attic, where i
plans for the disruption were discussed ¥
and the plotters demonstrated the use

ast Conspiracy
ities Tom Hayden (the Chicago
even) and Anthony Russo (the Pen-
agon papers) flew in to condemn the
rial, and Lemmer’s part in the proceed-
ngs recalled the key role of the Ber
igan brothers’ informer, Boyd Douglas
Fantastic Plot. In two days of tes

of crossbows, carbines and explosives. timony, Lemmer, a former paratrooper
Lemmer’s story was a major factor in Viet Nam, described a fantastic plot

o amassames | that he says he watched develop while

serving as Arkansas-Oklahoma coordi

LEMMER POSING AS ANTIWAR VET
Informer or provocateur?

in the arrest of six members of the
V.VAW. in July 1972 on charges of con-
spiring and crossing state lines to incite
ari ly, another vet and a

ers and my patients seem (o
me better than other psychiatrists do.”
Indeed, President Burness Moore of the

civilian ally were also charged). Deny-
ing the charges, the defendants insisted
that the arrests were purely political, de-

American P /
finds transactional analysis “superfi-
cial,” and Psychiatrist James Gordon of

signed to s the leadership of
the veterans and prevent their legal anti-
i i at the conven-

Washington, D.C.. calls it “a
system, defensively, self-righteously
complete, dangerously closed t© outside
criticism and change.” £~
Although he has been a sharp critic
of T.A. in the past, Boston Psychiatrist
Robert Coles takes a more charitable
view. “There is some wisdom in it—of
a limited kind.” he says. “I don't think
it has the depth or breadth of vision of
either Christianity or Judaism, let alone
of a Freud or a Jung. But neiiher‘F_rcud
nor Jung offers the ordinary ind_wndual
any creeds to live by. T.A. is terribly re-
assuring. | think worse has been"donc
by people who pretended to more.
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tion. Now the case of the “Gainesville
Eight” has come to court as the latest
—and possibly last—of the celebrated
conspiracy trials of recent years. Those
often traumatic trials, like the Gaines-
ville case, were the result of a contro-
versial Justice Department practice of
prosecuting antiwar, anti-Administra-
tion activists for allegedly illegal plots.
The prosecutions have involved at least
100 investigations in 36 states that have
returned more than 400 indictments,
but led to only one-tenth as many con-
victions, many on lesser charges. .

There was a sense of déja vu in

nator for the antiwar vets. He outlined
the scheme that he says Veteran Leader
Scott Camil called “Phoenix 11" (named
after a ClA-sponsored project 1o elimi
nate Viet Cong cadres in Viet Nam)
Lemmer told the jury that early in
1972, Camil said he was conducting
training operations for political assassi-
nation squads on an isolated Florida
farm with facilities for rifle, pistol and
mortar practice. Lemmer, who spent ap-
proximately two years as an FBl inform-
er, testified that the plotting veterans
had traded “dope for weapons.” He re-
lated that once Defendant John W
Kniffen had demonstrated how 1o use a
crossbow by firing a steel shaft through
a door. He also claimed that Camil had
asked him 1o “fill a contract,” presum-
ably for a gangland-style murder.
Defense attorneys began cross-ex-
amination of Lemmer at week's end
hoping to undermine his credibility by
trying to prove that he Has a history of
mental disorders, a charge Lemmer ve-
hemently denies. The defense would
also like to show that Lemmer acted as
an agent provocateur as well as an in-
former, planting the very type of plans
he says the veterans developed. Final-
ly, they may point out to the jury that
Lemmer himself calls the disruption
scheme only a “contingency plan.”

In a setback, the defense was frus-

trated in its efforts to have a mistrial de-
clared. Two FBI agents with an attaché
case full of electronic gear had been dis-
covered poised over telephone circuits
next door to the defense attorneys’ con-
ference room. The defense claimed the
agents were bugging their lines. Judge
Winston Arnow, a tough, conservauve
Lyndon Johnson appointee, who has
shown little patience with either defense
or prosecution tactics, ruled last week
there had been no bugging. When the
Gainesville case goes 0 the jury it will
face a decision not unfamiliat in con-
spiracy tri Was the strange plot
planned by the defendants or merely vi-
sualized in the mind of the informer?

TIME, AUGUST 20,1973

Time Magazine- August 20t 1973

“The defense claimed the agents were
bugging their lines. Judge Winston
Arnow, a tough conservative Lyndon
Johnson appointee, who has shown little
patience with either defense or

prosecution tactics, ruled last week there
had been no bugging”



Verdict

The Miahi Herald =

Satunlay, September 1, 1973

"\."“j-‘. Bombing in Ocalaorest Won't Be Stopped

i Hanoi to Help Rebel ljrilvc:g?l;l;;uk Says

0 Bainesiille Sun o e 0N 3 1, Y e P ]
Jury Fi . illo = . T b Lo 41 % L
| ryy El’nds Gamesvllle 8 Innocenf B St. yptp[’ﬁhurg Jimes [mzmw s

. PrERSILNG, PO, iy RMnER | vraes e

Defendants
Hug, Cry

Gainesville 8 Declared Innocent

vy

In Elation

o Chere

$2,500 il'l Irregularities F ()llu'lf;l
In Housing Authority Audit

i

-

ek v .

i o Motorist Surfs Behind White Cap on Impossible’ Narth Bay=hore Drive

L = st oz 4 ,

e o = Hospitals Busy RS W ek Ends
a2 b £ » k'

f
i

e
e = = As East Swoons
et i e )
— e T |
o= e Under Heat Wave:
s dopare e 3
mm 8 oy -
s | :
s el
o .
s
e
T o
e
S EEEE ety
T, SN, S
e
o oot St Vo Ve
fr
JTHE STRICKEN sob wiok 5N R Vet
e e e
ey e
S
o)
e




mpact/Legacy

SRR TR RO T A

Gainesuille Bun
*COMMENT *OPINION

4A Friday, October 5, 1973




End of an Era?

1973

" Out To"Apatny
' By FITZ MeADEN
e Tribune Staff Writer
1 GAINESVILLE—It is an easy walk, less than a mile md;l
half, from the University of Florida campus to the !-edorw
Bullding here, where eight men are on trial for conspiring
violently disrupt last summer's Republican con\'en(fnn.l it
But students say te tria, which has dran pational
tacey, has had g almost negligile effect upon th campus
community. Outside of the coverage ml;y u;e. ﬁzldi:;rn'su.mn
niversity newspaper, and a 2
iy support. of the elght deteodants, (e tial has bad
‘minimal impact on the campus. @ -
i o ey Plaza Of The Ax
f the young people with Vietnam Ve b . A gL
}Ml;'::}:n S S e o e ks G Students Passively Enjoy Summer Afterno

A : : on University of Florida cam
X : i + » Gainesville 8 trial hss had minimal impact on University
Please See Page 7, Col. 1 A

THE TAMPA TRIBUNE-TIMES, Sunday, August 1
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“I think the percentage of students that are here because  directions,”
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(N 1978 it was the invasion of Cambodia, fn 1 71 it was
Sitins in (President) 0'Conre; 8 office and in 1972 it was
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9n.ad off since 1962 and writes a column for the
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" he said, pulling at his beard, byt | don't eveq
the issue wa:

Without any trouble, you could get a thousand or




Helen Aller
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® From Page 1

hey're likely fo answer, no, I'm from Boston, or Kansas
*LCity, or Houston or Chicago.

The ordeal of the Gainesville Eight would appear to
have all the radical chicness to be embraced as a cause by
the university, where, until his year, “spring riots” had been
occurring like clockwork. The defendants are young, two are
former university students, and they are being prosecuted
for alleged acts against the establishment.

“We've tried to get them involved in ‘demonstrations”
said one Vietnam Veteran Against the War. “They haven't
come to the demonstrations, but they have contributed
canned goods to us.”

The trial has attracted little campus attention, a student
suggested, because only half of the school’s winter enroll-
ment of 22,000 is there during the summer.

Oy AL

OTHERS SAID there is more to it than that. They say
the university hes become less cause-oriented than it was in
past vears or that the causes have “shifted."

“1t is not the ecology, and it’s not equality, or injustice
or sacrifice or hardship,” said Jack Kinzer, assistant to the
vice-president of student affairs, when asked if there were
any causes left.

« think the percentage of students that are here because
they want to get an education has increased,” he said. “Get-
fing a quality education to put oneself in a position to com
pete in the marketplace for jobs™ seems to have replaced the
yirulent militance of earlier days.

ON BULLETIN BOARDS around campus, instead of no
tices of rallies or/demonstrations, there are posters advertis-
ing tutoring classes for aspiring lawyers. “Law School?”
the signs read. “Competition is tough! Get the edge! Can you
afford less than the best 2
“The Gainesville Eight cause is not a student cause,”
“The majority of them don’t identify with the de-

CAVOVSIMAAAL ATV BLIL AT

J

«I can't relate to them because I really don’t know
whether they're right or wrong,” said 22-year-old Stephanie
Zorie. She no longer practices the activism she once did, she
% said. Now she is a student senator.

- inst the system for a while,”" she said, “but
that it's the only way you're going to get

then you rea
anything d

“IN 1970 it was
the sit

he invasion of Cambodia, in 1971 it was
) 0’Connell’s office and in 1972 it was
4 Fred Volirath, who has been

(Presiden!

as nt on 2 and writes a column for the
Alligator.

“They (activists) tried to get something organized this
vear," he said, pulling at his beard, “but I don’t even

remember

the issue was.

Before, without any trouble, you could get a thousand or

“"Past Student Activists Now Apathetic

Columnist Vollrath Stephanie Zorie

two thousand people out to the Plaza of the Americas for a
demonstration.

Not now. He said last weekend’s demonstration for the
Gainesville Eight had 500 people “and 200 of them were
students eating their lunch or just milling around.”

“As far as the war goes, nobody’s getting drafted any-
more, so nobody gives a damn anymore,” he said

Vollrath said he preferred the activists of the past to
“‘the apathetic masses” of today.

“WE'VE HAD potential issues,” said Helen Aller, an-
other student, “but they didn't take.” One of the potential
jssues, she said, was whether to abolish the student activities
fee the university charges all students. Only 2,000 students
voted in a referendum called on the.is: she said.

“It used to be just kind of fun here, “It was a
fun time.”

Another student James Cook, described himself as a
“confirmed Maoist”” and said of the late student movement:
] don’t think there was ever any real depth to it. The level
of -apathy in the university has come to a point wWhere it
matches the level of apathy in suburbia.”

NOT EVERYBODY sees the university mired in a
“I's not necessarily apathy,” said Student Body Pri
Tyrie Boyer. *‘Activism has just been directed in lots
directions.”

He cited the studentrun “Samson” project, which he
said provides aid in various forms to less fortunate Gaines-
ville residents.

He remembered when “some POWSs came to speak to 1
last spring and activists brought placards saying ‘mur

“The other students booed them and ripped the placards
from their hands," he said.

"The trial has attracted little campus
attention, a student suggested
because only half of the school’s winter
enroliment of 22,000 is there during
summer”
“Others say it is more than that. They
say the university has become less
cause-oriented than it was in past
years”
“Getting a quality education to put
oneself in a position to compete in the
market place for jobs seems to have
replaced the virulent militance of
earlier days”
“The Gainesville Eight is not a student
cause. The majority of them don’t
identify with the defendants”
“| was against the system for a while,
but then | realize it’s the only way

you’'re going to get anything done”



August 12, 1973

The Honorable Winston Arnow
U.S, District Court
Federe i

1 really do rot know how to approach this problem, so please bear with
me if this letter appears improper. I know orly that I must do sor ething.
#y fervant plea is that you reconsider your order sequestering the jury
memoers in the current trial.

by wife, Lois Hensel, along with most of the other Jury members ssem
to be emotionally exhausted. The trial is wearing and difficult but the
lonely hours after the days activities are having a devastating effect, If
the trial continues for many undetermined weeks, I truly fear for my wife s
enotional stability. She is, I assure you, a very strong person, but this
isolation has been a coupbetBly disorienting experience, It is especially
difficult when they see the poseibility of a prolonged trial and untold
weeks away from loved ones.

The major publicity concerning the trial has subsided and no longer
is it making the headlines. Further, you seem to have dispensed with the
"side issues" which you obviously did not want the jusy to hear, However,
you know that the jury is composed of an intelligent and discerning group
of dedicated citizens, You therefore should not fear that they would
disobey any orders you would make concerning their conduct while away from
the courtroom, They now understand the importance of the triale—the days
of sequestration have made this fact abundantly clear,

Thus, I plead with you to consider releasing the jury memvers so they
can spend nights with their families, This would help each of them to
regenerate their emotional balance and provide the court with a jury that
could be impartial and eager to fulfill their obligation to the court,

I'nank you for your fairness and concern in the past and I know you
you will assist me in this matter.

Sincerely,

Cﬁé’rﬂ

e
2011 NW A3rd Terr
Gainesville, F1 32605

Letter from juror James
Henser to Judge Arnow on
August 12t 1973

“The major publicity
concerningthe trial has
subsided and no longer is
it making headlines”
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Presbyterian—as 4 cross between Nor

man Vincent Peale A

A cheerful mass

es a gospel of original

as he himself puts it

hope” 10 an ever increast

verts, “We simply cannot

endemic ‘cussedness of 1 ¢

in a characteristic mixture of everyday

angelical langu.
act, H vinced that only
ieve the “truth” of

actional analysis can win the
against neurosis. “You have to have ab
solute faith that T.A. is true: otherwise
you'll lose,” Harris once told a group
he was leading. Speaking more than half
seriously, he told one patient who had
not read I'm OK—Y ow're OK that “the
only thing standing between you and a
cure is my book.” The book itself goes
50 far as o suggest that it may be able
to save man and civilization from ex-
tinction. Harris writes: “We trust it may
be a volume of Hope and an important
page of the manual for the survival of
mankind.”

Eugene Carson Blake, former gen-
eral secretary of the World Council of
Churches, finds the values and assump-
tions of Z'm OK to be “basically Chris-
tian ideas,” and an increasing number
of mainline Protestant denominations
are using T.A. for individual and group
counseling. Educators are trying it, too.
Last spring Harris and his staff taught
1,000 teachers at the N.E.A. convention
in Portland, Ore., how to create “the
OK classroom.” Business firms (Gener-
al Foods and Digital Equipment Corp..

among others) have experimented with
the method, and so have NASA, the Civ-
il Service Commission and the US.
Naval depot in Oakland, Calif. (A de-
pot contract: “We must move more
boxes onto more ships with happier
men.") In Berkeley. Calif., Psychologist
Claude Steiner has reported success in
treating alcoholics with T.A, and in
Sacramento, Calif,, Pediatrician Den-
nis Marks says he has helped retarded

patients.

Sharp Critic. In the midst of his suc-
cess, Harris has one regret: “My read-
ers and my patients seem to understand
me better than other psychiatrists do.”
Indeed, President Burness Moore of the
American Psychoanalytic Association
finds transactional analysis “superfi-
cial,” and Psychiatrist James Gordon of
Washington, D.C.. calls it “a hermetic
system, defensively, self-righteously
complete, dangerously closed to outside

criticism and change.” 2
Although he has been a sharp critic
of T.A. in the past, Boston Psychiatrist
Robert Coles takes a more charitable
view, “There is some wisdom in it—of
a limited kind.” he says. “I don’t think
it has the depth or breadth of vision of
either Christianity or Judaism, let alone
of a Freud or a Jung. But neither F:reud
nor Jung offers the ordinary ind_iv:dnal
any creeds to live by. T.A. is terribly re-
assuring. | think worse has been_done

by people who pretended to more. g
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The Gainesville Eight

Fire teams” using crossbows, wrist
ocket sling shots, automatic weapons
and homemade grenades would roam
the streets of Miami attacking police
knocking out electric transformers, and
firebombing stores. According to FBi In
I\l*l mer William Lemmer, those bizarre,
bloody plans 1o disrupt the Repul
Nt oo e
hatched by
erans Against the War. L
he attended a secret meeting in May
1972 in a Gainesville, Fla., attic, where
plans for the disruption were discussed
and the plotters demonstrated the use
of crossbows, carbines and explosives

Lemmer's story was a major factor

LEMMER POSING AS ANTIWAR VET
Informer or provocateur?

Gainesville last week he
Government's star witness, took the
stand. In a reminder of the Angela Da
vis trial, tight security was in effect at
the Gainesville courtroom as more than
100 green-fatigue-clad members of the
VAW, who had set up camp outside
town, marched with other supporters
through Gainesville chanting “Jail Nix
on, Free the Eight!” Past Conspiracy
Celebrities Tom Hayden (the Chicago
Seven) and Anthony Russo (the Pen
tagon papers) flew in to condemn the
trial, and Lemmer’s part in the proceed-
ings recalled the key role of the Ber
rigan brothers’ informer, Boyd Douglas.
Fantastic Plot. In two days of tes

timony, Lemmer, a former paratrooper
in Viet Nam, described a fantastic plot
that he says he watched develop while
serving as Arkansas-Oklahoma coordi
nator for the antiwar vets, He outlined
the scheme that he says Vet

Scott Camil called “Phoenix I

Lemmer told the jury that
1972, Camil said he was conducting
training operations for political assassi-
nation squads on an isolated Florida
farm with facilities for rifle, pistol and
mortar practice. Lemmer, who spent ap-
proximately two years as an FBl inform-
er, testified that the plotting veterans
had traded “dope for weapons.” He re-
lated that once Defendant John W
Kniffen had demonstrated how 10 use a
crossbow by firing a steel shaft through
a door. He also claimed that Camil had
asked him to “fill a contract,” presum-
ably for a gangland-style murder
Defense attorneys began cross-ex-
amination of Lemmer at week's end
hoping to undermine his credibility by
trying to prove that he Has a history of
mental disorders, a charge Lemmer ve-
hemently denies. The defense would

in the arrest of six members of the also like to show that Lemmer acted as
V.VAW.in July 1972 on charges of con-  an agent provocateur as well as an in-
spiring and crossing state lines Soincite former, planting the very type of plans
riot (subsequently, another vet and a  he says the veterans developed. Final-
civilian ally were also charged). Deny- ly, they may point out to the jury that
ing the charges, the defendants insisted ~ Lemmer himself calls the disruption
that the arrests were purely political, de- scheme only a “contingency plan.”
signed to embarrass the leadership of In a setback, the defense was frus-
the veterans and prevent their legal anti-  trated in its efforts to have a mistrial de-

Nixon demonstrations at the conven-

clared. Two FBI agents with an attaché

tion. Now the case of the “Gainesville case full of electronic gear had been dis-

Eight” has come © court as the latest

covered poised over telephone circuits

—and possibly last—of the celebrated  next door to the defense attorneys’ con-

conspiracy trial

often traumatic trials, like the Gaines-
ville case, were the result of a contro- Winston
tment practice of Lyndon Johnson appointee, who has
war, anti-Administra- shown little patience with either defense

versial Justice Depari

prosecuting anti

tion activists for allegedly illegal plots.  or prose u
r have involved at least there had been no bugging ‘When the

that have ~ Gainesville case goes 1o the jury it will

The prosecutions
100 investigations in 36 states

returned more than 400 indictments, ¢
but led to only one-tenth as many con- spiracy U

ions, many on lesser charges.
There was a sense Of

Is of recent years. Those ference room. The defense claimed the

agents were bugging their lines. Judge
i Arnow, a tough, conservative

cution tactics, ruled last week

face a decision not unfamiliar in con-
i Was the strange plot
planned by the defendants ot merely vi-

f déja vu in sualized in the mind of the informer?

TIME, AUGUST 20,1973

Time Magazine, August 20t™, 1973

“Now the case of the Gainesville
Eight has come to court as the latest-
and possibly last- of the celebrated
conspiracy trials of recent years”

“The prosecutions have involved at
least 100 investigations in 36 states
that have turned more than 400
indictments, but led to only one tenth

as many convictions, many on lesser
charges”
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World Net Daily, March 19, 2004

ELECTION 2004

REPORTED KERRY AIDE 10F ‘GAINESVILLE 8

Anti-war activist acquitted of plotting violence at GOP convention

Published: 03/19/2004 at 1:00 AM

) share on Facebook | S Share on Twitter m 1 it A A

The man who Sen. John Kerry’s campaign reportedly has offered a position — whose background
includes plotting to kill members of Congress in 1971 — was one of the “Gainesville Eight,” a group of
Vietnam War protesters indicted and then acquitted of a plan to violently disrupt the 1972 Republican
National Convention in Miami.

As WorldNetDaily reported, Scott Camil, a leader of Vietnam Veterans
Against the War, presented to the group, including Kerry, a plot to
assassinate conservative congressmen at a November 1971 meeting.

The Kerry campaign denies the senator and presidential candidate was
present at the meeting, saying he quit the organization prior to the
heated session in Kansas City, Nov. 12-15, 1971.



What can we take from the Gainesville
Eight as a society?

“Well | think being a good citizen means being an active citizen, and | would say the
number one responsibility of the citizen in a democracy is to control their government.
That’s their number one responsibility.” - Scott Camil




