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Music & Cheer in the Face of Trying Times
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Gainesville Veterans for Peace Activities in 2025
by Mary Bahr

���� �����, �� ������ at the darkest time of the year 
for the ��th annual Veterans for Peace Winter Solstice 
Celebration. Echoing the winter darkness, the state of our 
nation is in peril. As we celebrate, we hope for a better ����, 
less darkness and more democracy! 
	 �e old military phrase, �Hold Fast,� comes to mind. 
Originating from ship crews holding fast to ropes in a storm, 
it has become a watchword and hashtag. �HoldFast to our 
communities and values as we sail through the storm ���� is 
sure to be.
	 We rounded out ���� with our ��th annual Winter 
Solstice Concert and a march in the Flying Pig Parade. Both 
celebrations brought us together to build the community we 
need to Hold Fast. January brought a good turnout for the 
MLK Parade, which coincided with Inauguration Day. Many 
of us dressed in black.
	 At our January meeting, we voted in Damian Niolet as 
our new VFP Vice President. We then proceeded to give 
away much of the proceeds from the Solstice concert to local 
organizations like the Labor Coalition and the Civic Media 
Center, and national ones like VFP National and Jewish 
Voice for Peace (see page ��).
	 As we worked in February and March organizing the 
VFP annual Peace Poetry and Peace Scholarship events, Vets 
for Peace Chapter �� member Jim Zimmerman attended 
the VFP National Board meeting, where they discussed 
their Climate and Militarism project and an ongoing project, 
Save Our VA, which is much needed as the administration 
dismantled support for veterans in VAs nationwide.
	 VFP Gainesville also attended several demonstrations 
led by ����� and Women for Democracy. We continued our 
weekly Tuesday antimilitarism pickets at NW ��rd Street 
and ��th Avenue from �:�� to �:�� PM.
	 At our March meeting, Vietnam vet Paul Pritchard, 
who worked on conservation policy in the Jimmy Carter 
administration, spoke about war and peace. Paul wrote  
A Young Man In War�about why he went to Vietnam, 
and�Voyage of a Conservationist�about his work with�Jimmy 
Carter. He is currently working on a book on war and peace. 
He shared information about a book written in the ����s,�A 
Memory of Solferino�by J. Henry Durant, who went on to 
found the Red Cross and was the �rst recipient of the Nobel 
Peace Prize.

	 �e end of March VFP Gainesville also sponsored and 
attended a Zoom conversation with a young Israeli soldier 
who was a member of the IDF and is now a member of 
Breaking the Silence. Breaking the Silence is an organization 
of IDF Veterans, formed in September of ����, who now 
conscientiously object to the Israeli occupation of Palestine 
and the role they as soldiers play in enforcing the occupation.
	 Our new Vice President, Damian Niolet, enlarged 
Chapter ���s social media with an Instagram account and 
a Mailchimp subscription. VFP webmasters created�a new 
section on our website with articles and information about 
the Gainesville �. Scott and Larry Turner spoke about the 
Gainesville � at the Bar Association lunch on March ��th. 
Deborah Hendrix �lmed the event and the �lm will be added 
to the website when it has been edited  at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=ddk�eGcxtHs. Scott gave us some 
of the highlights of the talk and the discussion that followed. 
Paul Ortiz thinks National�VFP�would be interested in the 
�lm.�See https://vfpgainesville.org/gainesville-�/ for 
Scott�s opening statement at the ���� trial.
	 In May, the Peace Poetry Reading and Scholarship 
Awards event was well-received as people expressed their 
appreciation and enjoyment.�Recipients of the awards attend 
and read to an audience of families, friends, teachers, and 
school board members. Music, poetry, and wonderful food 
make for a magical celebration for peace. �e public is 
invited to this special event. Watch for our �iers on the VFP 
website and around town.
	 At the October meeting, Scott reported on his talk at 
the Quincy Institute:�Scott and Caroline Eisenberg, author 
of�Fire and Rain: Nixon, Kissinger, and the Wars in Southeast 
Asia, gave a talk about the Vietnam War and war in general 
to congressional sta� at the Quincy Institute for Responsible 
Statecraft in Washington, D.C. (see page ��).
	 And so, the world turns to Fall, and amid No Kings� 
protests supported by VFP, we again planned a mid-winter 
concert for peace and renewal, the ��th Winter Solstice 
Celebration. Welcome!

Visit us at vfpgainesville.org and sign up for our 
newsletter to get the latest info on peace and justice 
related matters in and around Gainesville or follow us on 
Instagram @vfpnc�.
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Tonight�s Program:
(May include, but not limited to)

WARM-UP
Cathy DeWitt � Mark Billman

CHEROKEE PEACE CHANT
Georg Suzuki

DRUMS OF PEACE
John Chambers � Rob Rothschild � Paige Allison

Bill Hutchinson � Robert Clark � David Beede � Jared Boock

PEACE POETRY WINNERS
Aasiya Ahmed � Harry Zheng

JOHN CHAMBERS and FRIENDS
David Beede � Bill Hutchinson � Mark Billman

BILL MORAN

KEY WEST SUPERWOMAN

MICK MARINO

RIC KAESTNER

QUARTERMOON
Carylee Pennington �  Japhy Pennington � Tom Nelly � Raven � John Smith

Intermission

OTHER VOICES
Michelle Ott � Dan Tampas � Fagan Arouh � Alan Hill

HEAVENLY SEMI-ANGELS
(You know who you are)
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���� ��� ���� �� �����, Veterans for Peace has 
recognized people whose service is integral to the work 
of VFP . �is recognition is acknowledged with the 
presentation of the Peace Helmet Award. �e award is a 
beautiful stained glass replica of the VFP symbol of the 
Dove of Peace on a military helmet. Suzanne Bachus is now 
creating the stained glass Peace Helmets for us. �ank You 
Suzanne! We started giving this award out publicly at the 
Solstice in 2008.

2024 Peace Helmet Award Recipients:
� Jim Zimmerman & Christine Wilson�Dedicated 		
	 volunteers at the Solstice and other events. Traveled with 	
	 �e Golden Rule project. Jim also writes for our Program. 
� Bill Moran & Diane Clark�Dedicated volunteers at the 	
	 Solstice. Traveled with �e Golden Rule project. 
� Damian Niolet�Damian has stepped into a leadership 	
	 position as our VFP Vice President. He has helped me 	
	 immensely. I called him several times a day for the last 	
	 3 months to help with the Solstice program. Damian also 	
	 tables for us at other events. Damian also now handles our 	
	 press releases and also writes articles for our Programs. 
Other Awards in 2024:
� Ku Wang�In 2024, we presented Ku Wang with a plaque 	
	 recognizing his service to Veterans for Peace: �Presented to 	
	 Kuoyu Wang with deepest gratitude In recognition of your 	
	 years of�tireless work and �erce dedication to the cause of 	
	 peace and justice.�

2023 Peace Helmet Award Recipients:
� Sarah Poll�Sarah works in the kitchen every Solstice and 	
	 makes sure that our musicians have warm food because 	
	 they miss dinner at home since they are here preparing to 	
	 bring great music to all of us.
� Ann Murray & John Prosser�Ann & John are very good  	
	 friends of mine and they have always been available to help 	
	 me with VFP. During the US wars against Afghanistan and 	
	 Iraq, Ann and John coordinated the Iraq 2004 Tombstones 	
	 that we used on Memorial Day Weekend.
� Ron Cunningham�I have known Ron for many years and 	
	 he has always written excellent articles about our work for 	
	 Peace and Justice.

2022 Peace Helmet Award Recipients:
� Gary Edinger�Gary is the great 1st Amendment attorney  
  who protects our right to express ourselves.
� Casey Donley�Casey designs and prints our T-shirts. 
  He had also opened up his shop to help us when we were 
  putting tombstones on NW 8th Ave.
� Dennis Shuman�When our funds ran low because we 
  were prevented by the coronavirus from doing our regular 
  fundraising at the Solstice, Dennis made sure that we had 
  the funds to complete all of our projects.

2021 Peace Helmet Award Recipients:
� Bob McPeek�Bob had been entertaining us at the Solstice 	
	 since the beginning.
� Harvey Ward�He is a great friend to Veterans For Peace. 	
	 It was Harvey�s idea to rename the portion of 8th Ave. that 	
	 we use on Memorial Day Weekend Memorial Mile.
� Mike & Mary McIntyre�For 34 years Mike and Mary 	
	 have created the stained glass Peace Helmets for us. �ey 	
	 also sold half of the solstice tickets each year.
� Shawna Doran �Shawna was responsible for setting up the 	
	 tombstones on Memorial Day Weekend for Afghanistan & 	
	 Iraq 2009 and continuing on until we were done.
� Sara Harrison & John Meeks�Sara & John have been 		
	 setting up tombstones on Memorial Day Weekend for Iraq 	
	 2004 since the beginning and then helped others who were 	
	 setting up.
� Jarred Elrod�Jarred is a good friend. He puts together the 	
	 Solstice Program for us.

2020 Peace Helmet Award Recipients:
� Greg Mullaley�All around help, whatever I need
� Pablo Ortiz�Flies in from Washington State every year to 	
	 help on Memorial Mile
� Lisa McGaughran�Photographs all of our events & 		
	 volunteers for whatever we need

2019 Peace Helmet Award Recipients:
� Janet Davies�Memorial Mile�Afghanistan 2001�2007
� Jack Eisenfeld�All around help, whatever I need
� David & Judy Gold�Keep track of visited tombstones and 	
	 place a �ag on each one on Memorial Mile
� James Ingle�Brings IBEW 1205 every year to help on 		
	 Memorial Mile

2018 Peace Helmet Award Recipients:
� John and Jane Bishop�Special needs
� Susan Hudgens�Great ideas, Memorial Mile & Solstice.
� Rob Rothschild�Solstice Music, setup and takedown

by Scott Camil

Peace Helmet Award
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2017 Peace Helmet Award Recipients:
� Doug Bernal�VFP Vice President, he is an integral part of 	
	 all of our projects
� Ken Cornell�Memorial Mile, Winter Solstice + anything 	
	 else that I need help with
� Roberta Gastmeyer�Memorial Mile, Winter Solstice, 		
	 Sierra Club and anything else that I need help with.

2016 Peace Helmet Award Recipient:
� Stefan Broadus�Memorial Mile 2016

2015 Peace Helmet Award Recipients:
� Deborah Hendrix�Our videographer
� Dianne Delage�Our Solstice signer

2014 Peace Helmet Award Recipients:
� Ruth Steiner�Memorial Mile
� Sidney Wade�Peace Poetry Contest
	 2013 Peace Helmet Award Recipients:
� Doris Nabors�VFP
� Gloria Sumner�VFP
� Paul Ortiz�Samuel Proctor Oral History Program Richard 
� Hudgens�VFP
� Nic Vera�VFP

2012 Peace Helmet Award Recipients:
� Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Gainesville, Social 	
	 Justice Council�Alice Primack
� David Pokorney�Website and Photography
	 2011 Peace Helmet Award Recipients:
� Jessica Newman�Peace Poetry Contest, Penrod Award
� Anne and Phil Haisley�Book Inc�Book Lover�s Cafe
	 Virtual Peace Helmet to the Occupy Movement everywhere

2010 Peace Helmet Award Recipients:
� Sheila Payne�Peace Poetry Contest, Penrod Award
� Charlie Scales�Hyde and Zyke

2009 Peace Helmet Award Recipients:
� Kirk Anthony�MFSO
� Jacque Betz�Code Pink
� Sue Faulk�VFP
� Craig Nikolaus�VFP
� Peter �eoktisto�Everyman Sound�Solstice
� Bob Tomashevsky�VFP

2008 Peace Helmet Award Recipients:
� Denny Bellesheim�VFP
� Dottie Burnham�VFP

� Louis Clark�Bio�Graphix
� Rob Hopkins�VFP
� Gil Marshall�VFP
� Ku Wang�VFP

Other Years:
� Mary Bahr�Web Master
� Norman Balabanian�VFP
� Pierce Butler�Databases
� Scott Camil�VFP
� John Chambers�VFP
� Joe Courter�Gainesville Iguana
� Jim Creaven�VFP
� John Fullerton�VFP
� Bill Gilbert�VFP
� John Hawkins�VFP
� Dave Henderson�VFP
� Stephen Hunter�VFP
� Bill Hutchinson�Solstice
� Marybeth Hyer�VFP
� Bobby Ing�VFP
� John Koch�VFP
� Julie Netzer�VFP
� Bill Salmon�VFP
� Sherry Steiner�VFP
� Bill Warrick�VFP
� Charles Willett�VFP

Peace Helmet Award Recipients over the last 36 years: 
(We did not have computer records in the beginning so 
we have done our best to remember all of the recipients. 
If you have received this award and are not listed, please 
let us know, we apologize.)

“The choice to love is the 
choice to connect — to find 
ourselves in the other.”

� Bell Hooks
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Special �anks to:
�e Members & Supporters of Veterans for Peace � Sherry Steiner � Jarred Elrod 

Damian Niolet �  Ku Wang � Bill Hutchinson � Rob Rothschild � Diane Delage
Peter �eoktisto � Jessica Newman � Ken Cornell � Deborah Hendrix � Lisa
Pierce Butler � Roberta Gastmeyer � Mary Bahr � Paul Ortiz � Sheila Payne

Samuel Proctor Oral History Program � Jack Eisenfeld � Casey Donley
East End Eatery � Jane & John Bishop � Dennis Shuman � Suzanne Bachus

Shawna Doran � WGOT � Tuesday Afternoon Peace Picketers � Whistleblowers
Ericson Frank � Gary Edinger �  David Gold � Bill Gilbert � Tim Strauser

Kirk Anthony � Glenn Terry � John Spitzberg
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2025 Peace Poetry

Liam Danne  |  2nd Grade, Newberry Elementary
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Hope
by Scott Camil

�� ��
 �� ������ ��� under convicted felon Trump, 
there are some emerging signs of Hope. New York City has 
elected Zohran Mamdani, a Democrat and a member of the 
Democratic Socialists of America. His winning platform 
calls for: A�ordable Housing, Groceries and Healthcare, Free 
Childcare, Taxing Corporations and the 1%, Green Schools, 
LGBTQIA Protections, and Raising the minimum wage.
	 At the same time, �Up and down the ballot, Democrats 
did well. �at was true whether it was the marquee 
governors� races in Virginia and New Jersey, where 
Democrats signi�cantly outperformed 2024 presidential 
election margins, or even less-closely watched races like the 
Virginia House of Delegates, the state supreme court in
Pennsylvania and even Georgia Public Service Commission.� 
See more if this article here: 
•	 https://www.npr.org/2025/11/05/nx-s1-

5598418/2025-election-prop-50-zohran-mamdani-
nyc-virginia-new-jersey

	 Over a week after the election, Community Organizer 
Katie Wilson was declared the winner in Seattle�s mayoral 
race. It seems that the tide is turning and those who put 
social welfare above the right to amass wealth are beginning 
to gain traction.

"In a time of hate Love is an 
act of resistance
In a time of fear Faith is an 
act of resistance
In a time of misinformation 
Education is an act of 
resistance
In a time of poor leadership 
Community is an act of 
resistance
In a time like this Joy is an 
act of resistance
Resist.
Resist.
Resist."

—Loryn Brantz
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Gaza 2025
by Scott Camil

	�	� ��� ���� � �����
�� ����, especially if you are 
a Palestinian, an Immigrant, or a person of empathy who 
supports Democracy and Integrity in our government.
	 Israel�s policy of ongoing genocide and ethnic cleansing, 
funded by US tax payers, is criminal and has been called 
out by multiple organizations and people. Reports by 
B�Tselem and Physicians for Human Rights Israel say that, 
based on meticulous documentation and research, Israel is 
committing genocide against Palestinians in Gaza. 
	 �Hundreds of humanitarian and human rights 
organizations (NGOs, INGOs, and IGOs) have accused 
Israel of committing genocide in Gaza or implied Israel�s 
actions may constitute genocide against Palestinians  
including a special committee and commission of inquiry 
of the United Nations, the International Association of 
Genocide Scholars, the Lemkin Institute for Genocide 
Prevention, Genocide Watch, Amnesty International, 
Human Rights Watch, and MØdecins Sans FrontiŁres.� 
•	 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_humanitarian_

and_human_rights_groups_accusing_Israel_of_
genocide_in_Gaza.

•	  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki List_of_humanitarian_
and_human_rights_groups_accusing_Israel_of_
genocide_in_Gaza.

NOTE: Links to all website references will be accessible in 
the web version of this program, which will be posted to 
vfpgainesville.org shortly after this event.

	 �e International Criminal Court has issued arrest 
warrants for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
former Defense Minister Yoav Gallant due to alleged use of 
starvation as a weapon of warfare.
	 How could the world allow the indiscriminate slaughter 
of Palestinians to continue? Part of the answer is that 
numerous powerful corporations in the United States and 
overseas have pro�ted from Israel�s actions, as well as from 
Israel�s ongoing e�orts to avoid accountability.

	 In her bombshell July 2025 study, United Nations (UN) 
Special Rapporteur for Human Rights in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories Francesca Albanese named major 
global corporations that pro�t from Israel�s ongoing 
occupation and genocide of Palestinians in Gaza. Albanese 
listed companies that bene�t from the displacement of 
Palestinians and from their replacement with Jewish Israelis 
through illegal settlements. She also described companies 
and others who have enabled these crimes by presenting 
misleading narratives about the con�ict. Albanese explicitly 
focused on narratives propagated by �nancial companies and 
universities, but she also identi�ed �legal, consulting, media 
and advertising� involvement in justifying Israel�s occupation 
and genocide. Further investigation of US-based consulting 
�rms, social media, and public relations companies con�rms 
that they have played a vital�yet often overlooked�role 
in sanitizing Israel�s genocide in Gaza and in de�ecting the 
international condemnation that has increased in recent 
months.
•	 https://arabcenterdc.org/resource/who-pro�ts-us-

corporations-and-the-whitewashing-of-israels-
genocide-in-gaza

By the numbers:
	 More than 68,000 Gazans, mostly women and children, 
have been killed. �ere are also nearly 170,000 injured. In 
all, casualties amount to roughly 10% of Gaza�s pre-war 
population of 2.3 million.
•	 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israeli_bombing_of_the_

Gaza_Strip
	 UN-backed experts have declared that an �entirely man-
made� famine is taking place in Gaza�s largest city and its 
surrounding area��
•	 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/aug/22/

ipc-declares-famine-gaza-city
	 At least 20,000 are children � about 2% of Gaza�s child 
population. More than 168,000 have been wounded, many 
su�ering injuries of a type and scale more usually associated 
with professional soldiers in intense combat, according to 
one recent medical study. Many other Palestinians have been 
killed by hunger, lack of shelter and medication, accidents, 
the rapid spread of infectious diseases and the collapse of 
the healthcare system. Life expectancy in Gaza may have 
decreased by up to a half in the �rst year of the con�ict, 
according to a study in the respected medical journal the 
Lancet.� 92% of the homes in Gaza have been damaged or 
destroyed, while 95% of the population has been displaced.
•	 https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/

destruction-homes-leaves-palestinians-unable-safely-
return-rafah
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�At least 20,000 are children � about 
2% of Gaza�s child population. More 
than 168,000 have been wounded, 
many su�ering injuries of a type 
and scale more usually associated 
with professional soldiers in intense 
combat, according to one recent 
medical study. �

�y�B�O�L���:�P�V�
��
�7�F�U�F�S�B�O�T���'�P�S��

�1�F�B�D�F��

�)�B�Q�Q�Z���)�P�M�J�E�B�Z�T��
��

�4�B�S�B�I���3�P�D�L�X�F�M�M

British Medical Journal says ��e prevalence of patients with 
injuries from explosives in Gaza compares to data on injured 
U.S. combat forces in Iraq and Afghanistan.�
•	 https://www.npr.org/2025/10/07/g-s1-92367/october-

7-two-years-gaza-war-israel-hamas-palestinians
	 �e 1948 UN Genocide Convention, which was adopted 
following the mass murder of Jews by Nazi Germany, de�nes 
genocide as crimes committed �with intent to destroy, in 
whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious 
group�.
•	  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genocide_Convention
	 ��e determination by the International Association 
of Genocide Scholars � which has around 500 members 
worldwide, including a number of Holocaust experts � 
could serve to further isolate Israel in global public opinion 
and adds to a growing chorus of organizations that have used 
the term for Israel�s actions in Gaza�..�
•	  https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/leading-

genocide-scholars-organization-says-israel-is-
committing-genocide-in-gaza

	 �Israel�s policies and actions in Gaza meet the legal 
de�nition of genocide�, according to group�s resolution, 
which was supported by 86% of those who voted.
•	  https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/leading-

genocide-scholars-organization-says-israel-is-
committing-genocide-in-gaza

	 �e director of the Government Media O�ce in Gaza, 
Ismail al-�awabteh, said Israel�s violations of the cease�re 
include �the blocking of medical supplies, medicines, tents, 
and mobile homes, as well as gun�re, shelling, and military 
incursions�. �So far, the occupation forces have committed 194 
violations against the Palestinian people since the agreement 
took e�ect, an agreement we hoped would bring relief.�
•	  https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/israeli-army-

committed-194-violations-of-gaza-cease�re-since-oct-
10-media-o�ce/3733417

	 Palestinians from Gaza, recently released from Israeli 
detention, have given harrowing descriptions of sexual 
torture by their Israeli captors. Victims described rapes by 
groups of soldiers, forced stripping, forced �lming and sexual 
assaults and rapes using objects and dogs. �e Palestinian 
Center for Human Rights (PHCR), which collected the 
testimonies in recent weeks, said they re�ect a systematic 
policy as part of Israel�s genocide, rather than isolated 
incidents. �ousands of Palestinians are still in detention 
camps and prisons to which international monitors, 
including the Red Cross, have no access. PCHR warns that 
detainees face the risk of death and coerced confessions 
extracted through torture � especially as Israel is advancing 
plans to impose the death penalty on Palestinian detainees. 
�ese detainees were arrested solely for being residents of 
the Gaza Strip, �as part of a policy of collective punishment 
designed to humiliate Palestinians and in�ict maximum 
psychological and physical harm on them�, PCHR said.

•	  https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/ali-abunimah/
palestinians-recount-gang-rapes-israeli-soldiers-dogs

	 Meanwhile in Israel, �Israelis celebrate and greet Israeli 
soldiers accused of murder and rape of Palestinian citizens 
in Gaza.�
•	  https://www.facebook.com/PBIPS/videos/israeliis-

celebrate-and-greet-israeli-soldiers-accused-of-
murder-and-rape-of-pal/761335740257008/

	 President Trump said that his intent was �for the U.S. 
to take over the Gaza Strip and expel Palestinians from the 
territory.� �e proposal was made during a cease�re in the 
Gaza war, fought between Israel and Hamas-led Palestinian 
militants. Trump expressed his vision to redevelop the 
territory into the �Riviera of the Middle East�. �e plan 
called for the forced displacement of approximately two 
million Palestinians to neighboring lands.
•	 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2025_Donald_Trump_

Gaza_Strip_takeover_proposal
	 Israel�s leader, like the US leader, is a criminal. His trial 
for corruption has been postponed. ��e ruling said that 
new reasons provided by Netanyahu, the head of Israel�s 
spy agency the Mossad, and the military intelligence chief 
justi�ed cancelling the hearings.�
•	  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/jun/30/

benjamin-netanyahu-corruption-trial-delayed-
ntwnfb
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	 ��ese e�orts are often blocked by U.S. vetoes in the 
Security Council or complicated by jurisdictional issues�
especially since the United States is not a party to the Rome 
Statute of the International Criminal Court.�
•	 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_and_the_

International_Criminal_Court

	 Actions �at Reinforce the Case for U.S. Involvement
Several indicators strengthen the argument that the United 
States is not merely a political ally but an active partner in 
enabling violations, including:
•	 Repeated noti�cations to Congress of large-scale 

weapons deals during the war;
•	  Transfer of heavy o�ensive weapons and munitions;
•	  Use of the U.S. veto to block UN resolutions calling for 

cease�res or humanitarian corridors;
•	  Public statements in support of Israel�s  

military campaign
•	 High-level political visits between U.S. and Israeli 

o�cials�most notably, Netanyahu�s visits to 
Washington despite existing international arrest 
warrants against him for alleged war crimes.

	 Additionally, the U.S. administration�particularly 
among Republican lawmakers�has continued to justify its 
support by framing Israel as an indispensable strategic ally. ...�
•	  https://thejerusalemfund.org/2025/09/the-united-

states-and-its-involvement-in-genocide-in-gaza/

	 �e United States Faces a Legal and Moral Reckoning
�e technical and on-the-ground evidence compiled by 
the UN Commission places the United States in a di�cult 
position. It now faces a political, legal, and moral dilemma: 
Can it continue to support Israel while o�cial international 
bodies describe what�s happening in Gaza as genocide?
•	  https://thejerusalemfund.org/2025/09/the-united-

states-and-its-involvement-in-genocide-in-gaza/
	 �e Government of the Republic of South Africa takes 
solemn account of the �ndings of the United Nations Human 
Rights Council�s Independent International Commission of 
Inquiry on the �Occupied Palestinian Territory, including 
East Jerusalem, and Israel. �e Commission has concluded 
that the State of Israel bears responsibility for the 
commission of genocide, the failure to prevent genocide, and 
the failure to punish genocide against the Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip.
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	 ��e Commission�s report concludes that the Israeli 
authorities and Israeli security forces have committed and 
are continuing to commit the following four genocidal acts, 
as de�ned in the 1948 Genocide Convention:
•	  Killing members of the group.
•	 Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of 

the group. 
•	  Deliberately in�icting on the group conditions of life 

calculated to bring about its physical destruction in 
whole or in part.

•	 Imposing measures intended to prevent births within 
the group.�

•	  https://www.gov.za/news/media-statements/
international-relations-and-cooperation-action-halt-
genocide-gaza-17-sep-2025

	 South Africa reiterates its call for all States to 
immediately ful�ll their solemn obligations under the 
Genocide Convention. As the Commission makes clear, 
parties to the Convention are obliged to:
•	 Ensure that Israel implements all orders for provisional 

measures issued by the International Court of Justice.
•	  Cooperate to bring to an end all Israeli actions in Gaza 

that amount to a violation of the Genocide Convention.
•	  Take steps to ensure prevention of conduct that may 

amount to an act of genocide under the Genocide 
Convention, including transfer of weapons that are used 
or likely to be used by Israel to commit genocidal acts.

•	  Not recognise as lawful the military operations in 
Gaza that led to the violations of peremptory norms 
(jus cogens), including genocide.

•	 Conduct investigations and take steps to ensure the 
punishment of violations of peremptory norms.

	 To this end, the government of South Africa has 
submitted three public dossiers of information to the United 
Nations Security Council, a measure to ensure the UN acts 
in accordance with Article 94 of its Charter.�
•	  https://dirco.gov.za/south-africa-calls-on-all-states-

to-take-action-to-halt-the-genocide-in-gaza/

	 In its defense, Israel conveniently  labels all targets 
as Hamas. Our tax money pays for this and that makes us 
complicit in these crimes.
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Charlie Kirk�s Legacy
by Gary Edinger

������� ���� ��� � ���������� 
����� during his life, 
and that legacy continues unabated after his assassination. 
�e State of Florida would anoint this political actor as a new 
American saint, subject only to adoration and beyond any 
criticism. �at is not just rhetoric; the State has taken action 
to enforce its viewpoint through outright censorship of the 
bluntest kind.�
	 I represent a dedicated public employee named Brittney 
Brown, along with my colleagues at the ACLU. Britt was 
employed as a wildlife biologist at the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission for about seven years, 
helping to conserve shore birds in the area around Tyndall 
Air Force Base. She regularly received merit raises and was 
nominated by her co-workers for an award as an outstanding 

employee. All was going great until she had the temerity 
to repost the following comment on her private Instagram 
account:

[T]he whales are deeply saddened to learn of the shooting 
of charlie kirk, haha just kidding, they care exactly as 
much as charlie kirk cared about children being shot in 
their classrooms, which is to say, not at all.

	 A right-wing individual known as Libs of Tik Tok started 
a viral campaign calling for Britt�s termination. �e FWC 
immediately obliged, posting the following a few hours later 
on a Sunday afternoon (yes, a Sunday):

	 We’ve been made aware of an FWC employee’s recent 
social media post and we do not condone nor tolerate 

this type of hateful sentiment. We’re 
actively working towards a swift and 
immediate resolution regarding this 
individual’s employment.

�e Agency explained the next day that 
Britt�s statement was �not in line with 
the FWC, our values, or our mission.� 
One might think that the mission of the 
FWC is to preserve and protect Florida�s 
wildlife. Apparently, the Agency believes 
that censorship of free speech is also 
part of its mission.�
	 Unfortunately, the FWC is not 
alone. I have received calls from around 
the state from employees � including 
teachers and professors � who have 
been �red or are under investigation for 
posting similar comments about Charlie 
Kirk. �ose statements were not calling 
for further political assassinations. 
�ey were not encouraging people 
to riot in the streets. Instead, they 
expressed a variety of opinions from 
benign indi�erence to celebration that 
a malignant source of political and 
racial division was now history. But 
the key feature in all of these cases is 
that Americans, protected by the First 
Amendment, were retaliated against by 
the government.�
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	 �ey say that its �hard to �ght City Hall�. But someone 
must. Britt Brown is one of those with the courage to speak 
out and �ght back. She �led a Federal lawsuit [Brown v. 
Young, et al, Case No.: 25-cv-419 (N.D. Fla.)] challenging 
this �agrant violation of her civil rights. Ms. Brown intends 
to show the Court what seems obvious on these facts: she 
was �red for speaking freely and for no other reason. We 
will also show under the �Pickering balancing test� that the 
FWC experienced no disruption in its operations as a result 
of Britt�s post other than the media attention it drew when it 
�red her.�
	 We believe that Britt Brown�s case is the �rst �Charlie 
Kirk case� to be brought before a judge in Florida. But there 
are likely to be plenty more to come because the State �red 
and disciplined so many people for their political speech.�
	 You may be interested to learn that Florida is not alone 
in its e�ort to censor anyone who would suggest that Mr. 
Kirk is something less than an American hero. A college 
professor in South Dakota posted a message on social media 
that voiced much the same opinion as Britt Brown, but with 
a little less whimsy and a few more expletives:
	 �Okay. I don�t give a �ying f*** about this Kirk person. 
Apparently he was a hate spreading Nazi. I wasn�t paying 
close enough attention to the idiotic right fringe to even 
know who he was. I�m sorry for his family that he was a hate 
spreading Nazi and got killed. I�m sure they deserved better. 
Maybe good people could now enter their lives. But geez, 
where was all this concern when the politicians in Minnesota 
were shot? And the school shootings? And Capitol Police? I 
have no thoughts or prayers for this hate spreading Nazi. A 
shrug, maybe.�
	 Prof. Hook�s post drew even more political �re than 
Britt Brown�s. South Dakota�s Speaker of the House and 
its Governor both called for the professor�s termination. 
Fortunately, the Federal Court got in the way of that 
steamroller. �e Judge correctly noted that �[A]s a general 
matter the First Amendment prohibits government o�cials 
from subjecting an individual to retaliatory actions for 
engaging in protected speech.� See, Hook v. Rave, 2025 WL 
2720978, at *3 (D. S.D. Sept. 24, 2025). �e Federal Judge 

quickly entered a temporary restraining order prohibiting 
the college from terminating Prof. Hook.�
	 Let�s hope that Britt Brown �nds similar relief. We�ll 
know shortly after our preliminary injunction hearing 
on Monday, November 10th whether Ms. Brown�s First 
Amendment rights will be vindicated.
	 In the meantime, maybe we should consider a little 
wisdom from the pen of the late Charlie Kirk himself:
	 Hate speech does not exist legally in America. �ere�s 
ugly speech. �ere�s gross speech. �ere�s evil speech. 
And ALL of it is protected by the First Amendment. Keep 
America free.
•	 https://x.com/charliekirk11/

status/1786189687260103119 
(@charliekirk11 - May 2, 2024).

GARY S. EDINGER, Esquire
305 N.E. 1st Street
Gainesville, Florida 32601
(352) 338-4440
GSEdinger12@gmail.com
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�e Quincy Institute Overview & Talking Points
by Scott Camil

�� ������� � ��� ������
 �� ���������� 
� to give 
a presentation to Congressional Sta� on the Vietnam War 
by the Quincy Institute For Responsible Statecraft (https://
quincyinst.org/about/our-principles/).
	 I had not heard of the Quincy Institute For Responsible 
Statecraft before but now I will keep up with their work.

Overview:
	 �e practical and moral failures of U.S. e�orts to 
unilaterally shape the destiny of other nations by force 
requires a fundamental rethinking of U.S. foreign policy 
assumptions. So does the emergence of a multi-polar world 
in the 21st century where economic power is more evenly 
shared across nations. Yet the in�uence of the �military-
industrial complex� that President Eisenhower warned 
of has led to a situation where the foreign policy debate 
within Washington is intentionally constrained and fails to 
incorporate the diversity of views needed for that rethinking.

��e Quincy Institute aims to lead this reconceptualization, 
and to do so in a way that serves both vital American 
interests and the broader shared interest in creating a more 
just and peaceful world. We believe that a foreign policy that 
emphasizes military restraint and diplomatic engagement 
and cooperation with other nations will serve American 
interests and values better than policies that prioritize the 
maintenance of U.S. global dominance through force.�
�ese are their stated Principles:
•	  Responsible statecraft serves the public interest.
•	  Responsible statecraft engages the world.
•	  Responsible statecraft builds a peaceful world.
•	  Responsible statecraft abhors war.
•	  Responsible statecraft is democratic.

	 I was part of a 2 person team. My partner was Carolyn 
Wood Eisenberg, acclaimed author of Fire and Rain, Nixon, 
Kissinger, and the Wars in Southeast Asia.
•	 https://www.gc.cuny.edu/events/carolyn-woods-

eisenberg-kissinger-nixon-and-vietnam-war-timothy-
naftali

	 Carolyn spoke about the history of the American war 
against Vietnam and I spoke about my service in Vietnam, 
my conduct and what I saw and did. Unfortunately this was 
not recorded so I don�t have a link to share. Carolyn has a 
wealth of knowledge on this subject and I highly recommend 
her book.
	 �e Congressional sta� were from the o�ces of:
Senator Paul (R), Senator Blumenthal (D), Senator Markey 
(D),Representative Tlaib (D), Senator Mullin (R), Senator 
Schatz (D), Representative Khanna (D), Senator Murray (D) 
and Representative Ocasio-Cortez (D). Several of the sta� 
were veterans. After our presentations we took questions. 
After the questions, I gave a talk on points that I thought 
were important to think about.

My Talking Points:
	 �I was taught that the duty of a Marine was to destroy 
the will of the enemy to resist the authority of he United 
States. We do that by making the price of that resistance 
more than they can a�ord.
	 �In our training before Nam, there was much 
dehumanization of the Vietnamese.  �at dehumanization 
made it easier to commit war crimes. I believe that 
dehumanization of the other side is a necessary tool for the 
institution of war if you support war. I don�t support war as a 
legitimate means of Con�ict Resolution.
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	 �We received no history about Vietnam in our training. 
	 �Our o�cial measurement of success was �Body Count�.
We were taught that if we killed 10 Vietnamese for each 
American Killed, we would win.
	 �I spent 20 months in Vietnam taking the same 
territory over and over again.  We would take a hill, then 
leave to take another hill, and then another and then back to 
the same hill we took before, taking casualties each time.
	 �I think that the de�nition of insanity is doing the same 
thing over and over and expecting a di�erent result.
 �War is an institution made up of activity that is criminal 
outside of war.
	 �Veterans of war come home with the learned behavior 
that you can resolve con�icts by violence and killing.
	 �At Nuremberg, it was stated that the worst war crime 
is starting a war because all other war crimes come after that.
	 �War is also the idea that might makes right.
	 ��Rules of War�, How can there be rules? Shouldn�t 
the �rst rule be that you must solve your problems without 
killing others?  Who will enforce the rules? Generally 
the winner gets to punish the loser.  If you were in a war, 
wouldn�t you break the rules if you thought that breaking 
them would keep you or your friends alive? Would you break 
the rules if you thought it would help you win?
	 �When you go to war, whatever ideas you have change 
after you see your �rst friend killed or wounded.
	 �While our young people are asked to make sacri�ces 
serving their country, the corporations supplying them make 
a pro�t. How is this acceptable? Where is their patriotism?
	 �In a Democracy, the public is the highest authority. 
We are the employers of the government and it is our 
primary duty to control our employees. We are not doing a 
very good job.










































































































































